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Movember Clinical Trial Awards 

Part 1:  Overview 

 

Participating Organisation (s) The Movember Foundation  and Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia  

Funding Category Movember Clinical Trial Award (CTA) 

Description Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia (PCFA) invites 
investigator - driven clinical trial applications that have the 
capacity to transform the clinical management of prostate cancer 
patients within the course of the trial and/or immediately post 
completion of the trial. 
 
Proposals must have the greatest potential to influence practice 
or policy in Australia, and must be focused on minimizing the 
burden of prostate cancer treatment. Proposed trials should 
include correlative or ancillary studies on bio specimens.  
 
It is expected that each application is multi-institutional but be 
led by a single Principal Investigator who is accountable for the 
study. A coordinating centre for the clinical trial must be an 
integral part of the application. Only Australian institutions are 
eligible for funding.  
 
However Australian contributions to larger international studies 
are eligible to apply provided it is clearly demonstrated how the 
findings will change policy or practice in Australia and the 
funding plan for the entire trial is provided. 
 
This award is funded by the Movember Foundation 
  

 

Important Dates  

Program Launch Date Monday 30th March 2015 

Registration Deadline Monday 13th April 2015 

Submission of Expression of Interest/Pre proposals Friday 8th May 2015 

EOI Review Monday 11th May-Friday 19th June 2015 

Invitation to Submit Full Application 22rd June 2015 

Submission deadline 2nd August 2015 

Panel deliberation meeting 1st and 2nd October 2015 

Announcement of outcome November 2015 
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Part 2: Full Text Announcement  

Program Objectives 

The Movember Foundation, through Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia, funds innovative 

research that is aimed at accelerating improved clinical tests and treatments that eliminate death 

from prostate cancer and enhance physical and mental wellbeing of men living with the disease. 

 As an independent global charity, the Movember Foundation’s vision is to have an everlasting 

impact on the face of men’s health.  

Together we have established a funding mechanism that supports multi-institutional, trans-

disciplinary teams, centred around a common program and that have the potential to transform the 

clinical management of prostate cancer. 

The Movember Foundation Clinical Trials Award will support clinical trials initiated in Australia that 

have the capacity to transform the clinical management of prostate cancer patients within the 

course of the trial and/or immediately post completion of the trial.   

 

Aims of the Movember Foundation Clinical Trials Award  

The Movember Foundation will fund, one or more clinical trials (CTs) in Australia that are capable of 

providing a transformative impact on the clinical management of prostate cancer.  

Applications for the Movember Foundation Clinical Trials Award must focus on one or more of the 

following : 1. better tests for the diagnosis of prostate cancer; 2. Biomarkers for monitoring of 

treatment: 3. better imaging; 4. new and improved therapies; 5. survivorship and palliative care. 

This award will fund Clinical Trial (CT) applications that span from testing a new biomedical 

intervention for the first time in a small group of people (e.g. 20-80) evaluating safety (e.g. 

determine a safe dosage range and identify side effects) (Phase I) right through to monitoring the 

effectiveness of an approved intervention in the general population and to collect information about 

any adverse effects associated with widespread use over longer periods of time (Phase IV). 

Given the purpose, mission and goals of both organisations this funding would extend to also 

supporting other CTs such as psychosocial interventions.  

This funding scheme recognises the growing capacity for conducting clinical trials nationally and/or 

in collaboration with leading experts globally. It is envisaged that increasing the ability of Australia to 

conduct prostate cancer clinical trials will: 

1. Provide immediate benefit to men living with prostate cancer (i.e. patients would participate 
in these CTs and reap the benefit of treatments that are in the pipeline).  

2. Increase participation in international CTs for which Australian patients would not otherwise 
be eligible.  
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The Movember Foundation Clinical Trial Award is designed to:  

 harness existing strengths;  

 seize present and future opportunities; 

 foster a collaborative approach between researchers conducting clinical trials in Australia 

and  internationally 

 enable the Australian prostate clinical research community to contribute to a near term 

impact on the clinical management of prostate cancer. 

Funds Available 

The total amount available for this initial funding opportunity is $1.5 million over 3 years  

Funding will be tied to the achievement of clinical trial’s milestones.  These milestones will be used 

to define a timeline for the research activities over the duration of the trial.  Reporting progress 

towards milestones will be incorporated into the annual reporting and funding for the trial. 

Global Health Research/International Collaborators  

The application will be strengthened by demonstrating linkage with clinical trial groups outside of 

Australia.   

Allowable Costs 

The following expenditures will be considered eligible for funding received through this funding 

opportunity: 

 Clinical trial operating costs, including patient recruitment, laboratory assessments and 

multisite coordination. 

 Costs of data collection, database and maintenance of information holdings directly related 

to the Movember Foundation Clinical Trial activities.  

 Salaries for research trainees, research assistants, coordinators, technicians, administrative 

staff and other personnel deemed essential to enhance the collaborative research 

productivity of the team.  

 Costs involved in linkage with, downstream translation and dissemination of research 

findings to those who will use the results as appropriate to the particular research aim. 

 Small equipment deemed necessary for the trial of up to the value of $50K for any given year 

of the award. 

The application must provide a detailed justification of all costs.  

Ineligible Expenditure 

 Institutional overhead costs are ineligible for funding.   

 Tuition and professional membership dues are not allowable expenses. 

 This scheme will NOT fund infrastructure.  
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Knowledge Translation Plan 

The ultimate goal of this funding scheme is to enable the translation of research results into practice 

and reduce the gap between clinical practice and policy making in the field. Therefore, a clear 

Knowledge Translation strategy is a major criterion of this category. The knowledge translation 

strategy must include evidence that prostate cancer clinical experts, young investigators and end 

users are active participants and are engaged in the entire research process.  To this end, consumer 

engagement is paramount, from the inception of the clinical trial to submission and delivery. In 

addition, the applicants are required to articulate their knowledge sharing/dissemination plan to 

demonstrate that the results achieved are relevant and useful to end users.    

Governance  

Clinical Trials will be funded through PCFA’s National Research Program. Funding of CTs will be 

conducted through a competitive, open and transparent process. The scheme will be publicised in all 

relevant websites as well as in a national newspaper. PCFA and The Movember Foundation will 

appoint an international expert review panel that will assess all submitted applications. The review 

of all applications will be conducted in two parts: Phase I- Expression of interest; Phase II- 

Assessment of full application.  

Within Australia, the national ethical standard is the National Health and Medical Research Council’s 

National Statement on ethical conduct in human research:   

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/publications/attachments/e72_national_statement_march
_2014_140331.pdf. 
 
Any clinical trials funded through PCFA’s Research Program must meet these standards at the time 
of application. 
 
In addition, clinical trials funded through PCFA’s Research Program must adhere to the regulatory 

standards of the Therapeutics Goods Administration (TGA, Australia) and the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA, US). 

Review Process and Evaluation Criteria 

A three-step process will be used to review proposals 

 Step 1   Registration 

 Step 2  Expressions of Interest/Pre proposal 

 Step 3 Invitation to submit a Full Application 

 

An international peer review panel, comprising mainly clinical international experts will be convened 

by PCFA to evaluate the EOI/Pre proposals and Full Applications.  The panel will be created 

specifically for this funding opportunity.  Panel members will be selected based on their breadth of 

knowledge and expertise in prostate cancer. 

 

  

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/publications/attachments/e72_national_statement_march_2014_140331.pdf
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/publications/attachments/e72_national_statement_march_2014_140331.pdf
http://www.tga.gov.au/industry/clinical-trials.htm
http://www.fda.gov/ScienceResearch/SpecialTopics/RunningClinicalTrials/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/ScienceResearch/SpecialTopics/RunningClinicalTrials/default.htm
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Step 1 Registration 

To enable us to start the search for suitable experts that will be assessing all received applications, 

we ask that you fill in a registration form posted as a separate link on our website under this funding 

mechanism and submit directly to the research office at PCFA. 

Step 2 Expression of Interest/Pre proposal 

Applicants may submit an Expression of Interest/Pre -proposal in accordance with the guidelines 

detailed in this document.  

The Application must be not more than 7 pages. 

The Proposal should address – 

 Background and hypothesis: Present the ultimate goal of the clinical trial. Describe the 

problem that the trial seeks to address and how this relates to the Movember Foundation 

Clinical Trial priority areas. State the hypotheses for the research activities undertaken 

within the course of the clinical trial and how they relate to the Movember Foundation 

Clinical Trial program priority areas (A4, two page limit)  

 Impact. Describe the transformative short, medium and long term impact on the clinical 

management of prostate cancer intended to be achieved upon completion of the clinical 

trial (one page limit) 

 Research approach. State the trial’s specific aims, how they integrate together and describe 

the approach to achieving these aims (two page limit) 

 The clinical trial team. Briefly describe composition, expertise and organisation and each 

member’s role, the way in which applicants will collaborate as one team and the role of the 

consumers within the trial. 

 Clinical trial sites. Describe the clinical trial sites involved in the study, their role and the 

approach to achieving a high quality training environment (one page limit) 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

 References cited. One page limit. 

 Principal Investigator and Co-Investigator CVs, merged into 1 PDF.  One page limit per CV. 

Submission format 

To be eligible for review, the submitted documents must adhere to the following instructions for 

presentation and content: 

 PDF format 

 A4, (21 cm X 29 cm) 

 Calibri font (regular), minimum 11-point; 

 Single-spaced text; 

 2.54 cm margin on all sides of each page; and 

 A header on each page with the Chief Team Leader's name in top left-hand corner, and the 

page number in the top right-hand corner. 
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 The application must not be more than 7 pages  

Expression of Interest/Pre proposals will be reviewed against the following evaluation criteria:  

 Aims of Movember Foundation Clinical Trial Award. To what degree will the proposal, if 

successful, achieve the aims of the Award (i.e. will it have short term impact, medium or 

long term and will it change the way we currently clinically manage prostate cancer and 

how? Will the results be useful to end users? Does it have the potential to change clinical 

management of prostate cancer? ) 

 Clinical Trial team. Does the team have the experience and the knowledge to deliver a truly 

impactful outcome? If successful, does the clinical trial have the potential to change the lives 

of men being treated for prostate cancer internationally? 

 Research approach. Is the clinical trial plan sound, feasible and appropriately designed to 

achieve its aims? 

Expression of Interest/Pre –proposal submission deadline: Submit all documentation as 

attachments to an email to research@pcfa.org.au by 5:00 p.m. (AEST) on Friday 8th of May, 2015 

Step 3 Invitation to submit a Full Application 

Successful EOI/Pre proposal Applicants will be invited to submit a Full Application. Guidelines for 

Successful EOI/ Pre proposal Applicants and application forms will be made available via the PCFA 

website and individual correspondence at the time of notification. 

Full Applications for the Movember Foundation Clinical Trials Award will be evaluated using the 

following criteria: 

Evaluation criteria 

1) Scientific Merit 

Overall quality of the proposed clinical trial: 

 The clarity, scope and originality of the focus of the trial and clinical trial aims against the 
aims of Movember Foundation Clinical Trials program.  

 How the scientific rationale and preliminary data, including critical review and analysis of the 
literature and laboratory and preclinical evidence, support the proposed trial and its 
feasibility.  

 How well the aims, hypothesis(es) or objectives, experimental design, methods, data 
collection procedures and analyses are developed.  

 How the logistical aspects of the proposed clinical trial (e.g., communication plan, data 
transfer and management and standardisation of procedures) are adequate.  

 How the recruitment, informed consent and screening processes for volunteers will be 
conducted.  

 The appropriateness of the implementation plan that identifies critical milestones and 

explains how these milestones will be achieved. 

2) The clinical trial team 
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 The appropriateness of the team members’ backgrounds and expertise related to the scope 

and aims of the clinical trial. 

 The appropriateness of the team leadership of the clinical trial components  including 

management, co-ordination, and integration of activities as one single coordinated multi-site 

team ; contribution and time commitment of the participants; and clarity of the team 

members' roles and responsibilities. 

 The appropriateness of the consumer involvement within the proposed clinical trial. 

3) Potential Impact 

How the clinical trial, if successful, could transform the clinical management of prostate cancer.  

4) Environment 

 To what degree the quality and extent of organisational support are appropriate for the 

proposed research.  

 The evidence of an appropriate scientific environment, clinical setting and the accessibility of 

institutional resources to support the clinical trial at each participating centre 

 Whether the clinical trial requirements are supported adequately by the accessibility to 

facilities and resources (including collaborative arrangements). 

 The institutional commitment from each participating institution 

 The peer review panel will consider the appropriateness and justification of the proposed 

budget in its deliberations. 

5) Knowledge Translation Plan 

The proposal must contain a comprehensive knowledge translation plan detailing how knowledge 

produced from the clinical trial will be shared and disseminated, in alignment with the trial’s goals.  

To what degree the recipients of the knowledge generated by the project have been identified and 
engaged in the trial's design.  

The knowledge translation plan addresses how new knowledge gained through the trial can rapidly 
progress towards clinical adoption. 

 

Terms and Conditions 

1) PCFA does not make any representation that it will, and disclaims any obligation to, proceed with 

or to commit to any particular future actions in relation to the subject matter of program call, 

including without limitation: a) accepting any application or shortlist any applicant; and b) 

considering, not considering, accepting or rejecting any application. 

2) PCFA reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to initiate another selection process, enter into 

negotiations with a person or persons who have not be invited to respond to this call for programs 

or to cancel the program. 

3) Applicants must pay their own costs and expenses incurred in preparing and submitting an 

application. 
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4) To the extent permitted by law, PCFA excludes all liability for any loss, costs (including legal 

expenses) or damages, suffered or incurred by an applicant or any person, arising out the applicant's 

participation in the application process. 

5) The Applicant warrants that it has no actual or potential conflict of interest in relation to its 

participation in the application process or its delivery of the Project other than that is has disclosed 

in the application. 

6) No legal or other obligation arises between an Applicant and PCFA in relation to the outcome of 

the application process, unless and until PCFA executes a contract with the applicants. 

7) PCFA is not obliged to a) accept any notice of intent to apply and full application or b) enter into 

any contract with any applicant or c) give reasons for not considering or accepting or rejecting all or 

any part of any full application, or for cancelling the full application process.  PCFA may, at its sole 

discretion, consider for acceptance a response that does not comply with the requirements of this 

request for applications. 

8) The Applicants grants PCFA, a non-exclusive license to use for the purpose of this application 

process, any information, processes, sketches, calculations, drawings, or other data or information 

submitted with or included in, the response submitted by the Applicant. 

9) Each Applicant agrees to indemnify PCFA against third party claims arising out of any use of any 

proprietary information submitting with or included in, the full application. 

10) Should the Applicant find any material discrepancy, error or omission in this call for applications, 

the applicant must immediately notify PCFA in writing of the nature of the discrepancy, error or 

omission. 

11) The Applicant and team members of the program acknowledge that their details, including any 

personal details may be disclosed to third parties including peer reviewers, for the purposes of this 

application process and any related purposes. 

12) PCFA reserves the right to fund lower rated projects based on specific areas of interest in the 

requested themes. 

Variations 

PCFA may vary the requirements set out in this call for full applications and seek further information 

from the Applicants.  Applicants shall supply this information on reasonable request. 

PCFA’s Rights 

PCFA reserves the right to subject the Applicant to a "due diligence" enquiry, which may comprise 

of: 

A) Verifying whether the represented resources and skills are actually available; and  

B) Assessing experience and integrity. 
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PCFA, at its sole discretion, reserves the right to depart from any method of evaluation set out in this 

call for proposals. 

Reliance on Information 

PCFA will rely on information provided by, or on behalf of the Applicants at all stages of the 

application process.  In providing information, Applicants represent to PCFA that the information is 

complete and accurate in all material respects, that it is not misleading and that in preparing the 

information, reasonable skill and care has been exercised by the Applicant and its personnel and 

acknowledges that PCFA may rely on that information. 

Publicity 

Applicants are not to make any public statement in relation to, the notice of intent to apply or full 

application process, their response, or their participation in the application process, or contract 

negotiation process without PCFA’s prior written consent. 

Contact Information 

For further information on this project funding opportunity, please contact: 

DR MIRANDA XHILAGA  

DIRECTOR - RESEARCH PROGRAMS 

T 03 9948 2072     
F 03 9629 5655   
M 0424 805 337  
E  Miranda.Xhilaga@pcfa.org.au   

 
 
 

 

mailto:Miranda.Xhilaga@pcfa.org.au

