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established in 1996, the Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia (PCFA) is today the largest organisation in 
Australia dedicated to:

•	 Helping	men	deal	with	the	diagnosis	and	treatment	of	
prostate cancer;

•	 Funding	research	into	prostate	cancer;

•	 Raising	awareness	about	prostate	cancer	in	the	general	
community.

At its inception as an initiative of the Rotary Club of Lane 
Cove, the initial focus of the Foundation was to fund 
research.	However,	in	1999,	the	Foundation	amalgamated	
with the Australian Prostate Cancer Foundation, the 
governing body of the Association of Prostate Cancer 
support Groups, which had members Australia wide.

this amalgamation created, for the first time, an 
organisation devoted to funding research and providing 
support for the sufferers of prostate cancer, as well as 
increasing general awareness about this vital issue.

since then, the Foundation has continued to grow. In 
2003, a Victorian Division was established under the 
leadership of Graeme Johnson, and in 2004, a Western 
Australian Division was formed under the leadership of 
Jim Freemantle.

PCFA receives limited Government funding, state or 
Federal, and relies on the generosity of its supporters to 
fund important projects. 

Aims And Objectives
the Foundation’s objective is to reduce the impact of 
prostate cancer on the Australian community. We aim to 
achieve this via:

•	 Funding	ongoing	research	into	the	identification,	
prevention and treatment of the fundamental causes 
of prostate cancer;

•	 Providing	information,	support	and	counselling	to	
prostate cancer sufferers and their families;

•	 Raising	community	awareness	of	the	incidence	of	
prostate cancer.

AccOuntAbility
the Foundation operates under the charitable fundraising 
legislation as prescribed by each individual state in 
Australia and associated regulations, including the 
Australian securities and Investments Commission.

the Foundation has been granted endorsement as a tax 
deductible gift recipient under subdivision 30-BA of the 
Income Tax Act 1997 by the Australian Commissioner of 
taxation.

ABoUt PCFA
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The past four years have seen 
the Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia (PCFA) enjoy 
incredible growth and achieve 
much in pursuit of our objective 
to reduce the impact of prostate 
cancer on the Australian 
community. 

the past financial year has been stellar! PCFA income 
passed $11M for the first time and in another major 
milestone we committed over $6M to leading-edge 
Australian research. We were overwhelmed by the 
volume and quality of applications received to our first 
major request for research grant applications.

the PCFA national Board has adopted four key 
strategies for 2008 – 2010:

1. PcFA is the peak independent body driving research 
into prostate cancer 

PCFA will promote its research commitments, utilise 
PCFA publications to promote the broad-reaching 
research projects it has funded and utilise PCFA 
researchers to speak at appropriate conferences.

this strategy involves an ongoing commitment to 
fund further research. there were 90 research grant 
applications in the May 2008 round and following review 
by the Research Committee, the successful applicants will 
be announced at our national Conference in november 
2008.

PCFA’s support of leading-edge Australian research 
involves raising substantial funds and the engagement 
of existing and new corporate and community partners 
through our Corporate Partnership program and 
Community Partners program. our three-year agreement 
with Movember has enabled us to honour our current 
commitments and to approach the future with confidence 
that we will be able to make substantial grants for 
prostate cancer research.

2. PcFA is committed to improving early detection rates

PCFA is committed to the proposition that early 
detection is paramount in the fight against prostate 
cancer. to raise awareness of prostate cancer and its 
effects, PCFA has conducted a series of well-attended, 
and extremely well-received, health forums across 
Australia in capital cities and major regional centres.

In november 2008, our national Conference should be 
the largest gathering ever held in Australia of prostate 
cancer professionals, prostate cancer consumers and 
their carers and families and prostate cancer support 
groups. In addition to the forums and conferences, PCFA 
has introduced an Ambassadors Program where trained 
Ambassadors address community and industry groups. 

3. PcFA is known as the best source for support and 
information regarding prostate cancer

this strategic goal involves developing an effective 
support group network (there are currently over 
85 support groups nationwide), having a proactive 
media policy on all prostate cancer related issues and 
continuously reviewing all PCFA publications including 
Prostate News, Annual Reports, support Groups’ and 
support Group Chapters’ newsletters and PCFA’s 
website. our publications are much sought after by 
consumers, carers and families.

CHAIRMAN’S
RePoRt
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4. PcFA is a sustainable organisation capable of 
delivering the mandate now and in the future

For this strategic goal, PCFA has determined to recruit 
senior staff with specific expertise and to build staff 
expertise generally. the slade Group has been retained 
to review staff training and development and counselling. 
PCFA is also committed to an audit of national Board 
skills and needs to ensure that we are technologically 
competent.

Fundraising is integral to the PCFA mission and it must 
be easy for people to donate to, and raise funds for, 
PCFA. We will be updating our website and we are 
constantly looking for new events and programs which 
will engage our corporate and community partners and 
our marvellous army of dedicated individual donors.

each of these strategic goals is very much a work in 
progress and subject to constant monitoring and formal 
review by the national Board in 2009 – 2010.

PCFA is fortunate to have very dedicated and diligent 
staff, headed by Andrew Giles, our Chief executive 
officer, who has completed four years at the helm 
of	PCFA	at	a	time	of	exponential	growth.	He	leads	a	
talented and stable team of professional staff without 
whom PCFA would be unable to achieve what it has.

the PCFA national Board is a wonderful group of 
professionals dedicated to the PCFA cause. I thank them 
sincerely for their great support. All directors are very 
energetic and great contributors, in particular David 
sandoe, oAM, the Deputy Chairman, whom I wish to 
thank for his considered counsel and support during the 
year.

the Chairmen of the various PCFA committees, who 
coordinate incredibly important functions performed by 
PCFA, deserve special thanks. they are: 

John Mills, Chairman of the Research Committee, 
which faces another daunting task in reviewing the 90 
applications received in the 2008 round. We are very 
comforted by John’s professionalism and his enthusiasm 
for PCFA. 

Chris	Hall,	Partner	of	KPMG,	who	stepped	with	great	
vigour into the role of Finance Director and Chair of 
the Finance and Corporate Governance Committee. 
the Board is delighted to have Chris guiding us through 
PCFA’s finances.

Professor Dexter Dunphy, AM, who Chairs the 
Public Awareness and education Committee which is 
responsible for PCFA publications and the dissemination 
of information about prostate cancer.

Bill	McHugh,	Chairman	of	the	Support	and	Advocacy	
Committee, a great worker for PCFA and champion for 
the role of the PCFA support groups, which are an integral 
part of the PCFA family. they provide enormous comfort, 
information and emotional support to men diagnosed with 
prostate cancer, their carers and their families.

I thank the three state Chairmen for their commitment 
and efforts in leading their respective state Boards: steve 
Callister (nsW), David Curtain (VIC) and Jim Freemantle 
(WA). PCFA is committed to becoming a truly national 
body. We have state Boards in new south Wales 
(incorporating ACt), Victoria (incorporating tasmania) 
and Western Australia and in september 2008 will launch 
the Queensland (incorporating northern territory) 
Board of PCFA. I would also like to acknowledge the 
contribution of our two medical specialists, Professor 
tony Costello and Associate Professor Phillip stricker, 
and our independent Directors, Anita Ziemer, Jim o’Ryan 
and Patricia Watson.

PCFA would not be in a position to undertake projects 
and fund research without the support of its magnificent 
sponsors. our major sponsor is Movember, with 
whom our partnership goes from strength to strength. 
Movember has been an incredibly generous supporter of 
PCFA for many years now and is a partnership which we 
hope will continue long into the future.

Don Argus, Ao, continues to work tirelessly for the 
PCFA cause and is a great supporter whose association 
we value greatly.

We	are	also	fortunate	to	have	BHP	Billiton,	
Commonwealth	Bank,	KPMG,	Pacific	Brands,	Novartis,	
Astro Zeneca, sanofi Aventis and the Mazda Foundation 
as corporate sponsors and the Pratt Foundation as a very 
generous benefactor. 

one of PCFA’s great challenges is to position itself as 
the charity of choice for prospective donors. In this, we 
are aided greatly by the work of our 85 support groups 
throughout Australia, who not only assist men who 
have been diagnosed with prostate cancer, but are very 
visible in their communities as PCFA representatives. the 
support groups are critical in creating awareness, lobbying 
governments and politicians and generally promoting 
PCFA.

While we have achieved much over recent years, no-one 
on the national Board underestimates the task ahead in 
fulfilling PCFA’s objectives. the ‘holy grail’, of course, is a 
cure for prostate cancer, which will hopefully be achieved 
in my lifetime. In the interim, we must strive to ensure 
that men are not only encouraged to, but do talk to their 
doctors about prostate cancer - and that doctors have 
prostate cancer on the radar as a matter to be discussed.

the challenge is there, but I am sure we are up to it.

 

GrAeme jOhnsOn 
NAtIoNAl	CHAIRMAN,	31	July	2008
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A particular focus for PCFA 
in 2007-2008 has been on the 
development and implementation 
of our inaugural national 
research grant program. 

Launched in early 2007 the priority areas for PCFA were:

•	 Discovery	of	the	genetic	and	cellular	factors	which	
initiate and/or perpetuate prostate cancer;

•	 Discovery,	development	and	clinical	validation	of	new,	
non-invasive tests to detect prostate cancer, and/or 
to determine whether a patient’s cancer is surgically 
curable ;

•	 Discovery,	development	and	clinical	validation	of	
new biomarkers that predict the future clinical course 
of prostate cancer and/or the response to future 
chemotherapy;

•	 Discovery,	development,	preclinical	and	clinical	
validation of novel molecular targets for chemotherapy 
of locally-invasive or metastatic prostate cancer, 
including androgen-independent cancers;

•	 Development	of	new	treatment	strategies	for	prostate	
cancer, especially locally-invasive or metastatic cancers;

•	 Projects	which,	if	successful,	are	likely	to	provide	
immediate improvements in the quality of life of 
patients with prostate cancer.

A key area of PCFA’s research funding in the past has been 
to support young researchers. this has been reinforced by 

the	launch	of	our	young	Investigator	program.	In	addition	
to kick-starting the careers of young investigators, PCFA 
was keen to entice senior, distinguished scientists from 
other fields into prostate cancer research and for the first 
time PCFA agreed to support the purchase of equipment. 

the response to the grant scheme was enormous. 
We received 54 applications that totalled more than 
$15 million in requests. As there were so many quality 
applications it was a hard task for the Research Committee 
to prioritise the grants. 

In addition to our own research programs, PCFA was 
proud to be an inaugural partner with the Australian 
Government’s new cancer agency, Cancer Australia, and 
the national Breast Cancer Foundation (nBCF) in a new 
scheme designed to improve coordination and maximise 
the value of cancer charities’ support for research.

the priority-driven Collaborative Cancer Research scheme 
aimed to provide up to $10 million for research grants 
in 2007, with priority given to projects that would: focus 
on answering specific research questions; encourage 
researchers to work collaboratively; increase consumer 
involvement in research; draw new researchers to 
specialise in cancer; and have an impact on populations 
with poorer outcomes within the community, such as 
people in rural and regional areas or Aboriginal and torres 
strait Islander people.

For PCFA, an important aspect of the scheme is that 
every research dollar provided by PCFA went directly 
into research, as Cancer Australia generously agreed to 
fund the administrative and assessment processes, and the 
National	Health	and	Medical	Research	Council	managed	
registration and assessment of applications. this scheme 
was also another way to further build on PCFA’s great 
partnership with the nBCF.

Ceo’s  
RePoRt
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the outcome of both schemes was the major 
announcement in november 2007 of a commitment from 
PCFA of over $6 million to fund 23 fantastic projects in 
Australia. 

our great goal through this and future funding is to build 
capacity and a critical mass of quality researchers and 
resources in Australia. thanks to our generous supporters 
– and in particular the incredible success of Movember – 
this is now underway.

As is evident throughout this Annual Report, whilst 
research has been a clear focus for this year PCFA has 
continued to grow its activities in awareness and support.

In particular we have developed some great new 
resources for men and their partners dealing with prostate 
cancer. these include:

•	 our	new-look	website	(www.prostate.org.au);

•	 Prostate Supporter – a new support group newsletter 
for our groups in south Australia;

•	 What Women Need to Know About Prostate Cancer – a 
new book that has been enthusiastically welcomed 
across Australia, new Zealand and now also in europe;

•	 What every man should know – a new brochure 
highlighting the role of our support groups, and how to 
find your local groups;

•	 So, I have prostate cancer, what now? a set of two DVDs 
that covers all aspects of prostate cancer from the 
view of clinicians, men, women, patients and carers.

In our ongoing efforts to avoid duplication in the cancer 
and heath sectors, PCFA was delighted to partner with 
other like minded organisations on some vital projects. 
these included:

•	 the	reprint	of	localised	Prostate	Cancer:	A guide for 
men and their families (with the APCC, Cancer Council 
Australian and Australian Cancer network);

•	 Treat ED: Prostate Edition (with Impotence Australia 
and eli Lilly);

•	 Continence and Prostate Cancer: A guide for men 
undergoing surgery (with Continence Foundation of 
Australia);

•	 Toolkit (with Foundation 49);

•	 Second	edition	of	Prostate	Cancer	for	the	General	
Practitioner (with Associate Professer stricker and Dr 
Phelps);

•	 the	re-print	of	the	GP	Flip	Chart	(with	APCC,	CC	
Aust et al);

•	 Second	edition	of	Dr	Prem	Rashid’s	Guide	to	Prostate	
Cancer.

In terms of support, PCFA has worked consistently on 
the ongoing development of an effective support Group 
network. In addition PCFA aligned itself with some 

key educational events such as the 8th Prostate Cancer 
symposium, the nsW Patterns of Care data release and 
the 2007 UsAnZ Urological Master Class.

thanks to the support of our community and corporate 
partners PCFA has been able to extend its funding for our 
nursing scholarship program.

In terms of awareness, PCFA took its message far and 
wide across Australia. As part of our ongoing partnership 
with the Commonwealth Bank we held roadshow events 
in	Port	Pirie,	Kalgoorlie-Boulder,	Geraldton,	Northam,	
Karratha,	Broome,	Darwin,	Cairns,	Noosa	and	townsville.	
our	ongoing	series	of	Men’s	Health	Promotion	Forums	
continued	to	attract	large	numbers	in	Hobart	and	
Canberra (again with the Commonwealth Bank) as well as 
sydney, Perth and Adelaide.

PCFA has also been very fortunate to have been the 
beneficiary of some major events including the World’s 
Biggest Lunch at the MCG, Blue sunday (with the eJ 
Whitten Foundation), the InG Australian Formula one 
Grand	Prix,	Heritage	Finance	Golf	Day,	tour	de	Cure,	
Rumble to the Rock, CMsF national Conference and tail 
end Charlie.

And of course, our largest event continued to be our 
partnership with the Movember Foundation. 2007 was the 
biggest and best so far with record numbers of men and 
women raising funds and awareness for PCFA and our 
partner beyondblue: the national depression initiative.

As highlighted elsewhere in this report PCFA has grown 
in size in the past financial year to deal with the immense 
increase in demands for our services. I would like to 
acknowledge the generosity and commitment of all my 
staff who work tirelessly to ensure that PCFA is able to 
achieve our mission. 

A special thanks also to all the wonderful volunteers who 
sit on the national and state Boards, as well as our two 
key committees – the Public Awareness and education 
Committee and the Research Committee. A particular 
thank you goes to the national Chairman Graeme 
Johnson and Deputy national Chairman David sandoe, 
oAM, who have been incredibly generous with their time, 
commitment and leadership of PCFA.

Finally, to everyone who has donated funds to PCFA or 
attended one of our many events in the past 12 months, 
my sincere thanks for continuing to share our passion and 
for your belief that together we can greatly reduce the 
impact of prostate cancer on the Australian community.

 
Andrew Giles 
CHIeF	exeCutIve	oFFICeR,	31	July	2008
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In recent years we have been able to greatly increase this 
funding thanks to the growing community and corporate 
support that we receive – in particular the spectacular 
success of the Movember campaign. on 1 november 
2007 PCFA announced additional funding grants, taking 
PCFA’s total research commitment to more than $7M.

Given the complex nature of prostate cancer, there are 
many aspects of the disease that need investigation and 
Australia is undertaking ground breaking and vital research 
in such areas as new diagnostic tests, new treatment 
modalities and new techniques for dealing with advanced 
prostate cancer. 

PCFA is grateful for the leadership shown by the national 
Research Committee who review each application, 
including: 

•	 Professor	John	Mills	(Chairman)

•	 Professor	Jerry	Adams

•	 Professor	Suzanne	Chambers

•	 Professor	Robert	(Frank)	Gardiner

•	 Professor	Howard	Gurney	

•	 Associate	Professor	Susan	Henshall

•	 Professor	Robert	Newton

We still have a long way to go in the fight against prostate 
cancer. PCFA is delighted to be leading the battle through 
its national grant program. to maintain momentum in 
prostate cancer research, PCFA is committed to funding 
new projects annually. 

the grants available include:

•	 young	Investigator	Grants	of	up	to	$125,000	pa	for	up	
to four years. these grants support scientists who have 
demonstrated research ability and who are now ready 
to become independent investigators;  
 

•	 Concept	Grants	of	up	to	$150,000	pa	for	up	to	two	
years to support senior investigators not currently 
studying prostate cancer, but who can bring innovative 
research proposals or new technology to the field. 

•	 Project	Grants	of	up	to	$125,000	pa	for	up	to	three	
years. these grants encourage rigorous proposals 
for research that will provide direct, tangible benefits 
to patients with prostate cancer in a relatively short 
timeframe.

•	 equipment	Grants	of	up	to	$100,000	to	be	allocated	
to investigators currently working in the prostate 
cancer field, with preference given to proposals with 
matching funding. 

PCFA’s priority areas for research are: 

•	 Discovery	of	the	genetic	and	cellular	factors	which	
initiate and/or perpetuate prostate cancer; 

•	 Discovery,	development	and	clinical	validation	of:	

 -  new tests to detect prostate cancer, and/or to 
determine whether a patient’s cancer is curable; 

 -  new biomarkers that predict the future clinical course 
of prostate cancer and/or the response to future 
chemotherapy.

•	 Discovery,	development	and	preclinical	and	clinical	
validation of novel molecular targets for chemotherapy 
of locally-invasive or metastatic prostate cancer, 
including androgen-independent cancers;

•	 Development	of	new	treatment	strategies	for	prostate	
cancer, especially locally-invasive or metastatic cancers;

•	 Projects	which,	if	successful,	are	likely	to	provide	
immediate improvements in the quality of life of 
patients with prostate cancer.

the grant round is launched in April each year for funding 
starting the following January. Full details about the 
program, grant categories and deadlines are on PCFA’s 
website www.prostate.org.au. 

ReSeARCH
The PCFA has a long history of 
funding world-class Australian 
researchers working in the fight 
against prostate cancer.
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nAme reseArch Field AFFiliAtiOn stAte

dr Annika Antonsson 
the role of human papillomaviruses in the 
development of prostate cancer 

Diamantina Institute for Cancer, Immunology and Metabolic 
Medicine, University of Queensland

nsW

Professor maria bottii
Patient outcomes after open and minimally invasive 
surgery for prostate cancer

Deakin University and the epworth/Deakin Clinical nursing 
Research Centre

nsW

Professor samuel breit
Macrophage inhibitory cytocine-1 (MIC-1) for the 
prediction of prostate cancer outcomes

Centre	for	Immunology,	St	vincent’s	Hospital nsW

dr Andrew brown Cholesterol, statins and prostate Cancer school of Biotechnology and Biomolecular sciences, UnsW nsW

dr Grant buchanan
A novel regulator of androgen receptor function in 
prostate cancer

Dame	Roma	Mitchell	Cancer	Research	laboratories,	Hanson	
Institute and the University of Adelaide, 

sA

Professor ronnie cohen Development of a biopsy database UroPath and the University of Western Australia WA

Professor merlin crossley
the regulation of e-cadherin expression and tumour 
metastasis in prostate cancer

school of Molecular and Microbial Biosciences, University of 
sydney

nsW

Associate Professor ian davis
evaluation and application of Pet scanning in the 
treatment of localised prostate cancer

ludwig	Institute	for	Cancer	Research	and	Austin	Health VIC

dr jonathan harris
Inhibition of sex hormone binding globulin 
proteolysis by kallikrein-related protease 4; a 
potential target for prostate cancer therapy

Institute	of	Health	and	Biomedical	Innovation,	Queensland	
University of technology

QLD

Associate Professor susan henshall DAKo	Autostainer	Plus Cancer Research Program, Garvan Institute of Medical Research nsW

dr jeff holst the role of nutrient amino acids in prostate cancer. Gene and stem Cell therapy Program, Centenary Institute nsW

dr christopher hovens
Bone marrow - derived progenitor cells as 
biomarkers of prostate cancer development, 
metastasis, and treatment response

Department	of	urology,	Royal	Melbourne	Hospital VIC

dr Patrick humbert the role of polarity regulators in prostate cancer
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and the University of 
Melbourne

VIC

Professor dietmar hutmacher
Application of a human bone engineering platform to 
an in vivo prostate cancer model

Institute	of	Health	and	Biomedical	Innovation,	Queensland	
University of technology

QLD

Associate Professor martin lackmann
Preclinical and clinical evaluation of an antibody 
therapeutic targeting prostate carcinoma

Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, Monash 
University

VIC

dr jarad martin

A randomised trial of a shorter radiation 
fractionation schedule for the treatment of localised 
prostate cancer (PRoFIt: prostate fractionated 
irradiation trial)

St	Andrews	Cancer	Care	Centre,	St	Andrews	Hospital	
toowoomba

QLD

dr rosetta martiniello-wilks
tri-modal targeted stem cell gene therapy for 
prostate cancer metastases

Gene and stem Cell therapy Program, Centenary Institute of 
Cancer Medicine and Cell Biology

nsW

dr Gillian mitchell
Identification of men with a genetic predisposition 
to prostate cancer. targeted screening in BRCA1/2 
mutation carriers and controls - the IMPACt study

Familial Cancer Centre, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre VIC

Professor colleen nelson
MicroRnAs in Prostate Cancer: novel biomarkers 
and potential therapeutic targets

Queensland University of technology QLD

Professor robert newton
A randomized controlled trial of exercise to reduce 
co-morbidity in men receiving therapy for prostate 
cancer

vario	Health	Institute,	edith	Cowan	university WA

dr Kristen radford
Potential	of	Human	Killikrein	4	as	a	novel	target	for	
prostate cancer immunotherapy

Dendritic Cell Biology Program, Mater Medical Research 
Institute

QLD

Professor des richardson

Development of mevel anti-tumour drugs for 
the treatment of prostate cancer: targeting the 
drug-induced expression of the tumour metastasis 
suppressor, Drg-1

Bosch Institute, University of sydney nsW

Professor Pamela russell
Preclinical evaluation of novel prostate-targeted 
nanoparticles for imaging primary and metastatic 
prostate cancer

oncology	Research	Centre,	Prince	of	Wales	Hospital nsW

Associate Professor melissa southey LightCycler 480 Real-time PCR system Department of Pathology, University of Melbourne VIC

dr sally-Anne stephenson ePHB4	as	a	target	for	anti-prostate	cancer	therapy.
Hormone	Dependent	Cancer	Research	Program,	Institute	of	
Health	and	Biomedical	Innovation,	Queensland	university	of	
technology

QLD

dr renea taylor
Molecular profiling and plasticity of prostate cancer 
stem cells with disease progression

Monash Institute of Medical Research (MIMR), Monash 
University

VIC

Professor Pei Xiang Xing
Preclinical studies on targeting a novel oncoprotein 
Cripto to treat prostate cancer using human anti-
Cripto antibodies

Cancer Immunotherapy Laboratory, Burnet Institute/Austin 
Health

VIC

Funded reseArch
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PcFA’s reseArch FundinG  
ArOund AustrAliA

National total more than

$7,000,000

South Australia
$700,000

Queensland 

$1,769,126

Victoria 

$1,684,879

New South Wales

$2,543,090

Western Australia
$327,412

dr reneA tAylOr
Dr	Renea	taylor	is	a	PCFA	young	
Investigator from Monash University. 
she recently completed five years 
of postdoctoral research training in 
the laboratories of Professor Gail 
Risbridger (prostate biologist) and 
Professor Alan trounson (stem cell 

biologist) at Monash University. she previously held a 
Peter	Doherty	Fellowship	from	the	NH&MRC	and	a	
Postdoctoral traineeship Award from the Department of 
Defense (United states Army) - both prestigious awards 
that allowed her to remain in Australia to conduct her 
research. she has received several scientific accolades for 
her work on prostate stem cell biology, is a member of 
the Australian Prostate Cancer Consortium and actively 
advocates prostate disease awareness in the community.

Prostate cancer stem cells
Currently, men who suffer from prostate cancer are 
presented with limited treatment options that target 
the	bulk	of	the	tumour.	However,	residual	cancer	cells	
can escape cancer treatments and remain in the body. 
Researchers believe that these residual cancer stem cells 
may possess the ability to repopulate the tumour and lead 
to disease recurrence and metastasis. the development 

of new therapies for prostate cancer patients relies on a 
better understanding of the nature and characteristics of 
these prostate cancer stem cells. 

the researchers will study the molecular and functional 
biology of these particular cells, taken from men with early 
stage and late stage prostate tumours. they will focus 
on the genes linked to prostate cancer stem cells as they 
become more cancerous, as well as the behaviour of 
these cells when placed in different tumour environments. 
the overall aim is to provide information that may lead 
to the development of new cancer stem cell-targeted 
therapies for prostate cancer patients with either organ-
confined or advanced stage disease.

PrOFessOr cOlleen nelsOn
Professor Colleen nelson (PhD 
‘ 90 John Curtin School of Medical 
Research, ANU) spent 17 years in 
British Columbia studying the role 
of hormones in cancer, primarily the 
role of androgens in prostate cancer 
progression, gene networks that are 

altered by treatment and in therapeutic resistance. she has 
been an Associate Professor Urologic sciences/Medicine 
at the University of British Columbia and in 1998 she 
co-founded the Prostate Centre at Vancouver General 

ReSeARCH

8 



Hospital	and	the	Centre’s	translational	Research	Initiative	
for Accelerated Discovery and Development Program 
aimed at the rapid identification and development 
of therapeutics for prostate cancer. In 2007, she was 
recruited back to Australia as Chair and Professor of 
Prostate Cancer Research at Queensland University of 
technology. 

micro-rnAs and potential therapeutic targets 
Androgens have a significant effect on the growth of 
prostate cancer tumours. this study will aim for a more 
complete understanding of the actions of androgens in 
prostate cancer cells, and characterise the response of 
tumours to the removal of androgens. 

It is known that androgens bind to the androgen receptor 
and regulate the expression of genes that encode specific 
proteins. Recently, however an explosion of discoveries 
has begun exploring non-protein-coding RnAs (ncRnAs) 
induced or suppressed by androgen treatment. 
these ncRnA molecules act as potent regulators of 
transcriptional activation and silencing, DnA modifications 
and many other functions controlling the activity of the 
genome. 

the researchers will specifically determine which ncRnA 
molecules are activated and suppressed by androgens in 
prostate cancer cells and in prostate tumours following 
androgen suppression and progression to androgen 
independence. For ncRnA molecules for which they 
may be able to predict a function, they will genetically 
manipulate prostate cancer cells to determine the role of 
the ncRnA in prostate cancer. 

For ncRnAs that may drive important functions in 
prostate cancer, they can target the RnA with “antisense-
based” therapeutics that specifically bind to a given RnA 
to inhibit it, as they have done for protein-coding RnA 
molecules in prostate cancer. other ncRnAs may serve 
as biomarkers of cancer or progression and this will assist 
in diagnosis and prognosis.

dr PAtricK humbert
Dr	Patrick	Humbert,	BSc (Hons) Western Australia, PhD 
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute (Melbourne). In 1996, he 
undertook postdoctoral training at the Massachusetts 
Institute of technology (MIt) where he made seminal 
contributions to understanding tumour proliferation. 
since 2000, his own research laboratory at the Peter 
MacCallum Cancer Centre, Melbourne, had studied 
how cell orientation is required for stem cell function, 
organ formation and cancer. In 2001, he was awarded 
a special Fellowship from the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
society of America and is currently an RD Wright Fellow 
of	the	National	Health	and	Medical	Research	Council	of	
Australia. 

Polarity regulators in prostate cancer 
the incorrect orientation of cells within an organ tissue 
is one of the earliest signs of cancer. these researchers 
have revealed a new, previously unrecognised role for the 
genes that control cell orientation or ‘polarity genes’ in 
controlling tumour formation and metastasis. 

they have seen that one of these genes, ‘scribble’, 
appears to be found in much lower levels in prostate 
tumours compared to normal prostate and that its 
chromosome location is very close to a recently identified 
chromosome area associated with higher risk for prostate 
cancer. scribble may be a key gene that may protect 
humans from prostate cancer. 

If so, researchers expect to see that differences in scribble 
expression in patient tumours will be able to predict 
the survival of patients. Also, if prostate tissue in mice is 
‘engineered’ to lose scribble protein, the mouse should 
be more susceptible to prostate cancer. the research 
team will test these two predictions. 

this research will lead to a better understanding of 
prostate biology, how loss of prostate cell orientation 
can occur and how it may impact on prostate cancer 
progression. It may also lead to the discovery of new 
ways of predicting survival and new chemotherapies. 

nursinG schOlArshiPs
the PCFA continues to support the national 
Prostate nursing Care scholarships which are 
awarded to Registered nurses around the country. 
In partnership with the La trobe University Faculty 
of	Health	Sciences,	Division	of	Nursing	&	Midwifery,	
the Prostate nursing Care program is conducted via 
distance education. the scholarships are awarded 
on successful completion of the course. Allens 
Arthur Robinson continued their generous support 
of the 2008 PCFA national Prostate nursing Care 
scholarships.

dr Patrick humbert and his research team.
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SuPPoRt	AND	ADvoCACy
AFFiliAted suPPOrt GrOuPs 

Australian capital territory
Prostate Cancer support Group ACt Region

new south wales
Albury/Wodonga Prostate Cancer support Group

Bathurst Prostate Cancer support Group

Broken	Hill	Prostate	Cancer	Support	group

Central Coast Prostate Cancer support Group

Clarence Valley Prostate Cancer support Group

Coffs	Harbour	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Group

Concord Prostate Cancer support Group

Dubbo Prostate Cancer support Group

Goulburn & District Prostate Cancer support Group

Great Lakes Prostate support Group

Illawarra Prostate Cancer support Group

Mudgee Prostate Cancer support Group

nelson Bay Prostate Cancer support Group

nepean/Blue Mountains Prostate Cancer support Group

Newcastle/Hunter	Mater	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Group

northern Rivers Prostate Cancer support Group

northern Beaches Prostate Cancer support Group

orange Prostate Cancer support Group

Prostate Awareness twin towns and tweed Coast

Royal north shore Prostate Cancer support Group

Royal	Prince	Alfred	Hospital	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Group

shoalhaven Prostate Cancer support Group

Southern	Highlands	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Group

st George Prostate support Group

st Vincents Prostate Cancer support Group

Sydney	Adventist	Hospital	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Group

tamworth Prostate Cancer support Group

Westmead Prostate Cancer support Group

northern territory
Alice springs Prostate Cancer support Group

Darwin Prostate support Awareness Group - Prosper

Queensland
Brisbane Prostate Cancer support network

Bundaberg & District Prostate Cancer support Group

Central Queensland Ps&A Group

Far north Queensland (Cairns) Prostate Cancer support Group

Gladstone & District Prostate Cancer support Group

Gold Coast Prostate Cancer support Group

Gympie and District Prostate Cancer support Group

Hervey	Bay	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Group

Ipswich Prostate Cancer support Group

the national support and Advocacy Committee (sAC) 
consists of representatives of the network of PCFA 
affiliated support groups across Australia which now 
number 85. those support groups provide a caring and 
nurturing environment for men and their families whose 
lives have been affected by prostate cancer, where they 
can receive compassion, information and education that 
will assist with their journey. the members themselves 
constitute the grass roots of the PCFA, giving the 
Foundation a distinct and credible voice with which to 
discuss real-world issues with the public, government and 
medical bodies.

each Group establishes its own identity and modus 
operandi based on its environment and the needs of its 
members.

support groups provide an invaluable non-medical service 
to the newly diagnosed, at a time when psychological 
distress and the need for information are at their 
greatest. evidence strongly indicates that when men 
attend support groups, they value obtaining information, 
seeing how other people handle their disease and acquire 
a sense of belonging and of empowerment and control. 
Despite this, there are poor rates of referral from health 
care professionals and only a minority of men diagnosed 
with prostate cancer participate in support groups. this 
presents sAC with a challenge for 2008/9.

Highlights	of	SAC	achievements	in	2007/08	include:

•	 Widespread	participation	by	individual	support	
group members in successfully advocating for PBs-
funded access to taxotere for treatment of men with 
advanced cancer.

•	 Succession	planning	for	the	ongoing	viability	of	
support groups through attendance at the PCRI 
conference in Los Angeles and initiating collaboration 
with three prominent support group organisations in 
the UsA. 

•	 the	provision	of	new	resource	material	for	support	
groups that reaffirm the importance of early detection 
of prostate cancer.

•	 expanding	interaction	with	other	groups	including	
Cancer	Australia,	APPC,	CHF	of	Australia,	Cancer	
nurses society of Australia and state-based Cancer 
Councils.

•	 establishment	of	website	(www.pcfa.org.au)	for	
individual support groups and the provision of 
comprehensive information on clinical trials open to 
recruitment of participants.

•	 Strengthening	and	growing	the	vital	State-based	
Chapter organisational unit. 
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•	 Providing	resources	to	provincial	support	group	
convenors, including a DVD library of quality 
presentations by leading specialists.

Projects for sAC in 2008/09 include:

•	 Achieving	a	commitment	of	research	funds	for	
psychosocial studies, clinical trials and translational 
research with potential benefit for men with advanced 
cancer.

•	 Improving	perceptions	of	GPs	and	specialists	of	the	
value of support groups in the healing process.

•	 Reaching	men	in	rural	and	remote	locations	through	
our web presence and the adoption of other 
technologies.

•	 enhancing	relationships	with	health	professionals	so	
that they value the involvement of support groups as 
an integral part of patient treatment and recovery.

•	 establishing	a	support	group	mechanism	focusing	on	
the needs of men with advanced prostate cancer.

We acknowledge with much appreciation the valued 
support that we have received from the PCFA Board and 
executive staff in pursuit of our goals and objectives.

 

bill mchuGh 
SAC	CHAIRMAN,	31	July	2008

support Group conference, 12 April 2008.

Mackay & District Prostate Cancer support Group

Maryborough Prostate Cancer support Group

Prostate Cancer support Group of nth Qld (townsville)

sunshine Coast Prostate Cancer support Group

toowoomba Prostate Cancer support Group

twin towns/tweed Coast Prostate Awareness

Whitsunday Prostate Cancer support Group

south Australia
Barossa & Gawler PCs&A Group

Kingston	Se	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Group

McLaren and District Prostate Cancer support Group

Mitcham PCsG

Prostate Cancer support - City of onkaparinga Group

Port Pirie Prostate Cancer support Group

Prostate (Cancer) support Awareness Adelaide Group

tasmania
Hobart	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Group

Launceston Prostate Cancer support Group

nW tasmania Prostate Cancer support Group

victoria
Ararat & stawell Prostate Cancer support Group

Ballarat & District Prostate Cancer support Group

Bass Coast Prostate Cancer support Group

Bayside Prostate Cancer support Group

Bendigo & District Prostate Cancer support Group

Cobram & District Prostate Cancer support Group

Mornington Peninsula Prostate Cancer support Group

Prostate Bellarine

Prostate Diamond Valley

Prostate Geelong

Prostate	Heidelberg

Prostate Melbourne support Group

Prostate Waverley

Ringwood Prostate Cancer support Group

shepparton & District Prostate support Group

Westgate Region Prostate Cancer support Group

yarra	valley	Prostate	Cancer	Support	Groups

western Australia
Albany Prostate Cancer support Group

Bunbury Prostate Cancer support Group

Busselton Prostate Cancer Assocation & support Group

esperance Prostate Cancer support Group

Geraldton Prostate Cancer support Group

Prostate Cancer support Group of WA (Perth)

southsiders Prostate Cancer support Group
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A vital part of the PCFA’s work is to raise awareness 
about prostate cancer, its symptoms and treatment, and 
about the support services available for those suffering 
from prostate cancer and their families. throughout 
the year PCFA staff worked with health professionals, 
support groups and corporate and community partners to 
make information about prostate cancer as accessible as 
possible, to breakdown misconceptions about the disease 
and promote its early detection.

the quarterly Prostate News newsletter continued to 
provide important information on prostate cancer and 
men’s health in general, including PCFA-funded prostate 
cancer research, men’s health initiatives and related issues 
such as depression (in collaboration with beyondblue: the 
national depression initiative). Prostate News reported on 
the successful campaign to have the chemotherapy drug 
taxotere listed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits scheme 
and carried articles on the role of community pharmacists 
and on Mensline Australia, a professional 24-hour 
telephone counselling service. Prostate News is delivered 
in print to 35,000 households and is also available 
electronically via www.prostate.org.au. 

In addition to existing publications, PCFA disseminated 
two new free information resources - Continence and 
prostate: A guide for men undergoing prostate surgery, by the 
Continence Foundation of Australia; and treatED: Prostate 
Edition – An updated resource on erectile dysfunction, 
by PCFA and Impotence Australia (supported by eli 
Lilly). In response to a growing need for more detailed 
information on prostate cancer, the PCFA (supported 
by AstraZeneca), created the So, I have prostate cancer, 
what now? A guide for men and their partners living with 
prostate cancer DVD, launched as part of International 
Men’s	Health	Week	(9-15	June	2008).	All	publications	are	
available via the PCFA website. Calls to the PCFA freecall 
information line continued to rise monthly – as have hits 
to the PCFA website. 

During December 2007 and January 2008 PCFA also 
conducted a survey on the information needs of people 
affected by prostate cancer. of the completed surveys, 
82.4% were by men between the ages of 47 and 83 who 
had been diagnosed with the disease. the survey indicates 
how well prostate cancer sufferers understand the disease, 
its symptoms and treatment, as well as their awareness of 
available support services and information. the results are 
being used by PCFA to redevelop our key resources.

Public forums and information sessions continue to 
be integral to PCFA’s awareness raising activities. the 
highly	successful	PCFA	Men’s	Health	Promotion	Forums,	
supported by the Commonwealth Bank (see p15), Pacific 
Brands and beyondblue, featured informative presentations 
by Australian and international medical professionals and 
local volunteers on prostate cancer, treatment options, 
surgical techniques, the recovery process and men’s health 
issues generally.

Without doubt, the biggest awareness and fundraising 
event for PCFA in the last year was Movember, now 
embraced around the world as a fun way to raise money 
and awareness to battle prostate cancer and other 
diseases	affecting	men	(see	p16	).	However,	many	other	
events were held across the country throughout the year, 
in support of PCFA’s work and as a demonstration of a 
growing national commitment to fighting prostate cancer. 

sePtember - PrOstAte cAncer 
AwAreness mOnth 
september 2007 was International Prostate Cancer 
Awareness Month and PCFA unfurled the World’s Biggest 
Undies at events in sydney, Mackay, Wagga Wagga and 
Adelaide with good media coverage. Custom-made 
by Bonds, PCFA’s three pairs of giant undies not only 
provided a memorable spectacle, but reminded viewers 
that every three hours an Australian man dies from 
prostate cancer. 

AWAReness

To order the DVD  
simply call 1800 22 00 99  
or go to www.prostate.org.au

SO, I HAVE PROSTATE  
CANCER, WHAT NOW?

NEW DVD NOW AVAILABLE - $15

A GUIDE FOR MEN AND THEIR PARTNERS 
LIVING WITH PROSTATE CANCER

so, i have prostate cancer, what now? A guide for men and their 
partners living with prostate cancer dvd set.

volunteers from commonwealth bank and Allens Arthur robinson 
assist with world’s biggest undies promotion at darling harbour,13 
september 2007.
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on Father’s Day, 2 september 2007, over 5000 people in 
sydney and Melbourne participated in the PCFA Father’s 
Day 5 fun-runs, to raise awareness and funds for prostate 
cancer research. Along the 5km race route from sydney 
olympic Park tennis Centre to telstra stadium, or at 
Melbourne’s Albert Park, surprise performers entertained 
and encouraged runners and walkers at what is fast 
becoming a popular Father’s Day event in both cities. Also 
in september, 400 runners, their families and spectators 
attended the Undy 500 fun-run from Avalon to Bilgoa in 
sydney’s north. 

In sydney on 10 september, over 340 guests attended 
PCFA’s Gala Fundraising Dinner, entitled ‘sydney’s secret 
Ingredients’,	at	Sydney’s	Doltone	House.	Four	of	the	city’s	
most esteemed chefs – Armando Percuoco of Buon 
Ricardo, Guillaume Brahimi of Bennelong, Mark Best of 
Marque Restaurant and tetsuya Wakuda of tetsuya’s – 
lent their culinary expertise to create a once-in-a-lifetime 
dining experience. A highlight of the event was the 
announcement by Mr Richard Pratt of a donation from 
the Pratt Foundation of $1M. 

PCFA also benefited from the Australian and new 
Zealand Institute of Insurance’s annual nsW Charity 
Luncheon. the sydney event was attended by over 320 
people from the insurance and finance industry, with 
proceeds to PCFA exceeding $32,600.

In	Queensland,	the	Central	Highlands	Mayors’	Charity	
Masquerade Ball in Belyando, directed by six local mayors, 
raised a phenomenal $90,000 for the PCFA to extend 
prostate cancer support services across rural and regional 
Queensland. Also in september, members of the Christian 
Motorcyclists Association held a number of awareness and 
fundraising Blue Ribbon Rides.

to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Around Australia 
Mobilgas Rally, a group of WA tractor enthusiasts re-
enacted the event from 19 August to 26 september 2007, 
using a Chamberlain tractor called tail end Charlie. From 
Melbourne, tail end Charlie travelled 14,515 kilometres 
through Victoria, south Australia, Western Australia, 
the northern territory, Queensland, new south Wales 
and the Australian Capital territory before finishing in 
Cranbourne, Victoria. the participants used their journey 
to raise cancer awareness, gaining national media interest 
and generating $10,000 each for PCFA and the Breast 
Cancer Foundation of WA. Also in WA on 6 september, 
more than 200 people attended the inaugural WA 
Prostate Cancer Update Free Public Lecture at the state 
Library to hear laparoscopic urological surgeon and PCFA 
WA Board member, Dr tom shannon, and Director of 
Uropath, Dr Ronnie Cohen, who is responsible for the 
WA Prostatectomy Database and the associated WA 
Prostate Biopsy Database. 

the battle against prostate cancer is fought by a great 
many people including health professionals, researchers, 
fundraisers and community members who provide 
physical or financial support to PCFA activities. In 
september, 100 guests attended at a special event at the 
Governor’s	House	in	Melbourne	to	acknowledge	the	
work and achievements of PCFA. Professor David de 
Krester	AC,	Governor	of	victoria	is	also	the	Patron	of	
PCFA’s Victorian Board and he presented certificates of 
thanks to some of PCFA’s most valued supporters: Luke 
Slattery	(Movember),	Rupert	legh	(Heritage	Finance),	
Anita Ziemer (slade Group), Genevieve timmons 
(Portland	House	Foundation),	lynne	Jensen	(Allens	Arthur	
Robinson), sydney Warneke (Rotary Club of Camberwell) 
and Adriana Dehaan (Berwick opportunity shop Inc).

mr david curtain Qc (PcFA victorian chairman), Professor david 
de Kretser, the Governor of victoria, mrs jan de Kretser, mrs sally 
curtain and mr don Argus AO (PcFA collaborative research 
working Party chairman).

sydney’s finest chefs. left to right: Armando Percuoco (buon ricordo), 
mark best (marque restaurant), Paul signorelli (doltone house), 
Guillaume brahimi (bennelong) and tetsuya wakuda (tetsuya).
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received good media exposure, saw 430 volunteers 
distributing 60,000 free Bonds Blue Ponchos at every gate 
of the MCG for spectators to create a ‘sea of blue’ at the 
Collingwood v Richmond match. With volunteers of all 
ages participating, it was inspiring to see many young boys 
showing an interest in older men’s health. 

Australian Rugby Union (ARU) has chosen PCFA as its 
official charity partner, and 2008 began with an awareness 
campaign to engage with audiences at Wallabies matches 
around the country. A handout distributed at matches 
provided statistics about prostate cancer and encouraged 
the recipient to visit the PCFA website to enter the 
draw to win a Wallabies’ supporter Pack and register to 
receive prostate cancer information. trialled in sydney 
at the Wallabies v France match on 28 June 2008, the 
cards were a great success. PCFA is very grateful to the 
ARU staff and PCFA volunteers who worked to make this 
initiative such a success. 

Also in June 2008, nsW Board member tony sonneveld 
and Basil Williams, both of whom have prostate cancer, 
spoke at the RsL sub-branch meeting of more than 
350	NSW	representatives	at	Rooty	Hill	in	Sydney.	this	
presentation resulted in more than 70 requests for PCFA 
speakers to address up to 90 nsW RsL sub-branches. 
similar presentations were planned for Victoria and 
Queensland in an effort to roll out this initiative across 
RsLs nationally, providing an outstanding opportunity for 
engagement and awareness for PCFA. 

AwAreness And cOmmunity 
FundrAisinG

the second annual tour de Cure bike ride was held in 
April 2008 to raise money for those affected by cancer 
with proceeds going to the PCFA, the national Breast 
Cancer Foundation and Camp Quality. thirty-two brave 
cyclists spent nine days riding 1220 kilometres from 
Melbourne to sydney, with each cyclist raising an average 
of $27,812.50. thanks to community and corporate 
support, the team is well on the way to raising their goal 
of $2M in four years. Funds from tour de Cure 2008 will 
enable each PCFA support Group convenor and their 
carer to attend PCFA’s inaugural national conference, 
‘supporting Quality of Life’, at the Gold Coast from 16-
17 november 2008.

Also in April, in Rumble to the Rock, over 80 bikers 
rode from Rockhampton in Queensland to Uluru in the 
northern territory. Accompanied by PCFA staff, the 
bikers stopped at Mount Isa, Alice springs and various 
rural communities to raise awareness and money for 
the	cause.	Pickering	Hyundai	generously	provided	an	
iMax people-mover for the journey. Another successful 
Queensland event was the 20th annual sanctuary Cove 
International	Boat	Show	in	May	2008.	Held	over	four	
days, the Boat show featured 450 exhibitors and over 
53,000 visitors, with display space provided to PCFA to 
promote awareness of prostate cancer. Following this, 
from 18 May to 28 June, the Quintrex offshore Relay 
in the good ship Bumble Bee included visits of 17 major 
ports between Brisbane and Melbourne, attracting media 
and raising awareness of prostate cancer all down the 
east	coast	of	Australia.	Skipper	Des	Hughes	and	his	crew	
also raised more than $30,000 for the PCFA for patient 
support initiatives round the country.

West Australians continued to support PCFA with events 
throughout the year. In December 2007 PCFA was 
involved in a three-day, awareness-raising 4WD trek to 
the northern Coolgardie Goldfields, raising over $2400 
for PCFA. the annual Dowerin Field Days agricultural 
event in August also provided an excellent chance to 
spread the word about prostate cancer to some 350 
men living in rural areas. other activities held throughout 
WA to raise money for prostate cancer research 
included Western Power’s Red Jocks Day (raising $2195)
and the Monaro Club of WA’s Cruiser for a Cause rally 
from	Perth	to	york	(raising	$1320).	the	Western	Force	
also held a sports knowledge quiz at the Burswood 
Carbon sports Bar featuring sporting heroes shane 
Warne, Dean Cox and Matt Giteau (raising $12,000). 

As the official charity of Melbourne’s Formula 1 Grand 
Prix,	PCFA	installed	a	trackside	Men’s	Health	Marquee	
at the March race, where over 400 men received health 
check-ups. $35,000 was also raised through the sale 
of PCFA pins and novelty radios, while a Gala Ball and 
charity auction raised a further $164,000. Also in Victoria, 
PCFA worked with the eJ Whitten Foundation for 
‘Blue sunday’ on 6 April at the MCG. the event, which 

blue sunday, April 2008.

rsl congress, june 2008
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AwAreness: cOmmOnweAlth bAnK 
PCFA and the Commonwealth Bank have been working 
together since 2005 to raise awareness of prostate cancer 
and men’s health in general, and especially for men and 
their families living in Australia’s rural areas. the prostate 
cancer mortality rate in Australia is 21% higher in rural 
areas than in metropolitan centres. A major contributing 
factor to this sad statistic is a lack of awareness in regional 
communities about the disease and its symptoms, diagnosis 
and treatment. As part of the Commonwealth Bank Rural 
Men’s	Health	Initiative,	PCFA	organised	a	series	of	free	
PCFA	Men’s	Health	Promotion	Forums	around	Australia	
throughout the year. these informative events provided a 
forum for local residents to discuss men’s health and hear 
presentations on prostate health by health professionals 
and other guest speakers including celebrities, local prostate 
cancer survivors and support Group volunteers. 

Knowledge	of	prostate	health	varies	widely	in	the	
community and at every event the speakers aimed to 
present information that was useful and relevant to each 
audience. this was especially important as many audience 
members were at different stages in the prostate cancer 
journey; some wanted information about the disease and 
men’s health in general, some wanted to discuss their 
choice of treatment and others were there in support 
of a family members. Discussion topics included the 
latest prostate cancer news, research and treatment 
alternatives, as well as aspects of general health such as 
nutrition and exercise. 

In July and August 2007 the campaign focused on 
south Australia, with seminars held in Mount Gambier, 
Murray	Bridge,	victor	Harbor,	Port	Pirie,	Port	lincoln	
and northam. the next events were held in Western 
Australia,	with	sessions	in	Kalgoorlie,	Geraldton,	Broome	
and	Karratha.	the	roadshow	continued	to	span	the	
country from september to november, heading north 
to	Darwin,	South	to	Hobart	then	finally	with	sessions	in	
townsville,	Noosa	Heads	and	Cairns	in	Queensland.	

In sydney in september, a large crowd came to hear 
speakers at the sydney Convention Centre at Darling 
Harbour,	and	the	october	Forum	at	the	university	of	
south Australia in Adelaide was similarly well-attended. 

Western Australian PCFA staff travelled with five 
urologists and other guest speakers to the Western 
Australia and northern territory events. Geraldton and 
Darwin had the highest rates of attendance, as both 
have an affiliated support Group that helped promote 
the	seminars.	the	Men’s	Health	Information	Day	in	
Hobart	was	another	highly	successful	event,	with	over	
200 men and women from around tasmania attending. 
the Queensland campaign with equally popular, with 
support Groups pitching in to transport attendees from 
far and wide to attend the seminars. the overall objective 
of the Forums is to empower men and their families by 
providing vital information and helping them understand 
that there can still be life after cancer. 

Following the success of the Forums, in 2008 PCFA 
continued	to	present	Men’s	Health	Promotion	Forums	
around the country. A major Forum was held in May 
2008 in Canberra, some 200 people travelling from 
sydney, Melbourne and rural areas. Former Deputy Prime 
Minster,	the	Hon	tim	Fischer	AC,	struck	a	special	chord	
when he spoke on the difficulties of attaining a good 
work-life balance in rural Australia. Future Forums are 
scheduled for newcastle, Perth, Melbourne and the Gold 
Coast. 

these essential and extremely popular awareness raising 
activities could not be possible without the generous 
support of the Commonwealth Bank and their volunteer 
teams. 

third from the right: darren Fraser, cbA Area manager tasmania with 
cbA volunteers.

canberra Forum, tim Fischer, may 2008.
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AwAreness: mOvember 
since its beginnings in 2003 when a group of Melbourne 
friends decided to ‘bring back’ the moustache, the annual 
Movember campaign has become a runaway success. 
now every november, ‘Mo Bros’ can be seen around 
the world growing facial hair to support men’s health, 
with activities held in several countries to raise vital 
funding, while also raising awareness of prostate cancer 
and depression. thanks to thousands of Mo Bros, as 
well as their ‘Mo sistas’, colleagues and the communities 
that support them, proceeds from Australian Movember 
activities go directly towards funding important research 
into the treatment and prevention of these diseases 

through PCFA and beyondblue, the national depression 
initiative. 

the first official Movember was in 2004, when 262 
registered Mo Bros raised just over $55,000 for PCFA. 
news of Movember spread, and the following year saw 
9315 Mo Bros Australia-wide raise an impressive $1.2M. 
In 2006 Movember exceeded all expectations and by the 
end of the month, $6.63M had been raised by Mo Bros 
and Mo sistas. that year beyondblue was announced 
as Movember’s second Australian beneficiary, which 
has enabled the organisation to increase community 
awareness about male depression, which can often go 
hand-in-hand with a disease like prostate cancer. 

launch of movember 2007. left to right: jim slattery (movember), jeff Kennett (chairman, beyondblue: the national depression initiative), 
luke slattery (movember), travis Garone (movember) and Andrew Giles (ceO, PcFA).
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2006 was also the year that Movember gained 
international recognition as a fun way to raise money 
for a serious cause. Movember’s original founders, Luke 
slattery, travis Garone, Adam Garone and Justin Coghlan 
were asked to coordinate additional campaigns in the 
uK,	uSA,	Canada	and	Spain	and	New	Zealand,	and	in	
2007 a phenomenal 130,000 Mo Bros and Mo sistas 
participated worldwide. In Australia alone there were 
over 96,000 participants – more than double the previous 
year. In terms of awareness, a recent survey showed 
that over 70% of Movember participants have becoming 
more aware of men’s health issues and have discussed 
those issues with family members, friends or colleagues. 
this kind of communication is important for promoting 
early detection of prostate cancer and breaking down the 
stigma attached to depression. 

Australia’s 2007 Movember celebrations culminated in 
huge gala parties in each state capital. the largest ones 
were in sydney and Melbourne, with over 7000 Mo Bros 
and Mo sistas attending sydney’s event at Luna Park and 
more than 5000 participating in Melbourne’s Docklands 
gala. towns and workplaces around the country also 
held their own Mo town and Mo office parties, and 
the winners of ‘Mr Movember’ and ‘Miss Movember’ 
competitions were crowned for the most elaborate or 
hilarious moustache-themed costumes. 

Corporate support of Movember also captured the fun 
side of the event, while increasing awareness within the 
community. this support included donations through the 
sale of t-shirts designed by Bauhaus and sold through 
Myer, grocery products such as ‘the Big Red Movember’ 
tomato	sauce	bottle	sponsored	by	Heinz,	Krispy	Kreme’s	
‘Moughnut’ and Grilled Burgers that helped feed all those 
hungry Mo-growers. Government support was seen at 
the	top	end	as	Northern	territory	Parliament	House	
was given its own moustache – possibly the largest Mo in 
Australia. 

Funds raised through Movember have enabled PCFA, 
in partnership with Cancer Australia, to commit $6M to 
vital research projects that aim to find a cure for prostate 
cancer, or assist men and their partners affected by the 
disease. As part of its research grants scheme, PCFA’s 
call for applications received an overwhelming response, 
with a record 54 applications from top Australian 
researchers looking to undertake innovative, ongoing 
projects. Approved projects include investigations into 
genetic susceptibility and the role of cholesterol, new 
immunotherapies, ways to slow and prevent tumour 
growth and better methods for predicting whether 
surgery is required. 

Movember co-founder Luke slattery commented: “We’re 
very proud of our relationship with PCFA and we’re really 
excited by the work that’s going on there. It’s important 
for us to convey back to the Mo Bros that their money is 
being used for some great research projects.”

even mo sistas get in on the act.

luke slattery, co-founder of movember.
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DIReCtoR’s RePoRt
Your Directors present this report on Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia Limited (PCFA) for the year ended 30 June 2008.

directOrs
the names of each person who has been a Director 
during the year and to the date of this report are:

Mr Graeme Johnson - Chairman
Mr steve Callister
Professor Anthony Costello
Mr David Curtain QC
Professor Dexter Dunphy AM
Mr Peter Falk (Resigned 11 september 2007)
Mr Jim Freemantle
Mr	Chris	Hall
Mr	Bill	McHugh
Professor John Mills (Appointed 9 August 2007)
Mr Jim o’Ryan
Mr John Palmer
Mr David sandoe oAM
Associate Professor Phillip stricker
Ms Patricia Watson
Ms Anita Ziemer

Directors have been in office since the start of the year to 
the date of this report unless otherwise stated.

cOmPAny secretAry
the following person held the position of company 
secretary at the end of the financial year:

Mr	Andrew	Giles	-	BA	(Hons)

Prior to being appointed Ceo of PCFA on 1 July 2004, 
Mr Giles had worked for a range of national and 
international not-for-profit organisations including the 
University of sydney, University of nsW, AUstCARe, 
Sydney	Children’s	Hospital	and	the	yothu	yindi	
Foundation.

As Ceo and Company secretary of PCFA, Mr Giles has 
overseen the rapid growth of PCFA into the peak body in 
the fight against prostate cancer in Australia. In his role he 
has overseen such initiatives as the launch of the 2005 Be 
A Man: Talk to Your Doctor About Prostate Cancer national 
campaign, PCFA’s involvement with Movember and the 
development	of	both	International	Men’s	Health	Week	
and International Prostate Cancer Awareness Week. 

As well as playing a leadership role with the Fundraising 
Institute of Australia (FIA), Mr Giles is also a judge for the 
Australian Luminous Awards – promoting excellence in 
cancer journalism.

PrinciPAl Activities
the principal activity of PCFA during the financial year 
2007/08 was to raise awareness and attract widespread 
financial support for the work of PCFA to: 

•	 	fund	research	into	the	causes,	detection,	diagnosis	and	
improved treatment of prostate cancer; 

•	 	provide	information,	support	and	counselling	to	those	
affected by prostate cancer; and

•	 	raise	community	awareness	of	the	incidence	of	
prostate cancer, thereby encouraging earlier detection 
and more effective treatment of the disease. 

no significant changes in the nature of PCFA’s activity 
occurred during the financial year.

OPerAtinG result
the operating surplus of PCFA for the year ended 30 
June 2008 amounted to $1,934,381 (2007: $3,284,714).

dividends
PCFA is limited by guarantee and is not permitted to pay 
dividends. 

review OF OPerAtiOns
A particular focus for PCFA in 2007-2008 has been on 
the development and implementation of PCFA’s inaugural 
national research grant program. to date there have been 
27 approved applications for research projects as part of 
this program which will be paid over the next five financial 
years. Amounts expended during the financial year were 
in the vicinity of $6.2 million.
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At the same time PCFA developed vital new resources 
for men and their partners dealing with prostate cancer. 
these included:

•	 	our	new	look	website	(www.prostate.org.au);

•	 	Prostate Supporter – a new support group newsletter 
for our groups in south Australia;

•	 	What Women Need to Know About Prostate Cancer –  
a new book that has been enthusiastically welcomed 
across Australia and new Zealand and now also in 
europe;

•	 	What every man should know – a new brochure 
highlighting the role of our support groups, and how 
to find local groups; and

•	 	So, I have prostate cancer, what now? (a DVD two-set 
that covers all aspects of prostate cancer from the 
view of clinicians, men, women, patients and carers.

In terms of support, PCFA has worked consistently on 
the ongoing development of an effective support Group 
network. 

siGniFicAnt chAnGes in stAte OF 
AFFAirs

no significant changes in PCFA’s state of affairs occurred 
during the financial year.

AFter bAlAnce dAte events
no matters or circumstances have arisen since the end 
of the financial year which significantly affected or may 
significantly affect the operations of PCFA, the results of 
those operations, or the state of affairs of PCFA in future 
financial years. 

Future develOPments
there are no likely developments in the operations of 
PCFA and the expected results of those operations in 
financial years subsequent to the year ended 30 June 2008 
that require disclosure in this report.

envirOnmentAl issues
PCFA’s operations are not regulated by any significant 
environmental regulation under a law of the 
Commonwealth or state or territory.

indemniFyinG OFFicers Or AuditOr
During or since the end of the financial year PCFA has 
not given an indemnity or entered into an agreement to 
indemnify, or paid or agreed to pay insurance premiums 
except as follows: 

PCFA has paid premiums to insure each of the following 
Directors against liabilities for costs and expenses incurred 
by them in defending any legal proceedings arising out of 
their conduct while acting in the capacity of Director of 
PCFA, other than conduct involving a wilful breach of duty 
in relation to PCFA. the amount of premium paid was 
$10,311.

PrOceedinGs On behAlF OF 
FOundAtiOn

no person has applied for leave of Court to bring 
proceedings on behalf of PCFA or intervene in any 
proceedings to which PCFA is a party for the purpose of 
taking responsibility on behalf of PCFA for all or any part 
of those proceedings. PCFA was not party to any such 
proceedings during the year.

inFOrmAtiOn On directOrs
Mr	Graeme	Johnson	-	llB(Hons),	BA(Hons)

national Chairman for Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia Limited. Inagural Victorian Chairman. Graeme 
is a solicitor and former partner of national law firm, 
Allens Arthur Robinson. Graeme now runs own legal 
practice specialising in acting for sporting bodies and 
venue operators, professional service providers and the 
entertainment industry.

Mr steve Callister - B.Bus., MBA, CPA, FAICD, FAIM

Managing Director and Partner of an Import Wholesale 
company, dealing with all major retailers in Australia and 
new Zealand. Convenor of st.Vincent’s Prostate Cancer 
support Group, Chairman of the nsW sAC, Delegate to 
the national sAC and Chairman of the nsW Board.

 

Professor Anthony Costello - MD, FRACs, MBBs

Professorial	Fellow	&	Head	Department	of	urology,	the	
Royal	Melbourne	Hospital,	affiliated	with	Department	of	
surgery, University of Melbourne.  Urologist in academic 
and private practice in Melbourne, based at the Royal 
Melbourne	Hospital,	epworth	Hospital,	and	Peter	
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MacCallum Cancer Centre. tony is a Foundation member 
of the Victorian Board of the Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia and also a member of the new south Wales 
Board of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia.

tony was an examiner for the Urology surgical Fellowship 
for the Royal Australasian College of surgeons and the 
Urological society of Australasia.

Mr David Curtain QC  LLB 

David is a Queens Counsel, practising in Civil Litigation, 
especially	Medical	Negligence.	He	is	also	Chair	of	the	
Medicare Participation Review Committee, Chair of the 
Victorian branch of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia, and a member of the Governing Board of Cabrini 
Hospital.

Professor Dexter Dunphy AM - BA(hons), M ed(hons), 
PhD in sociology

Dexter is Visting Professor at University of technology, 
sydney, since retiring in March this year from his previous 
position	as	Distinguished	Professor..	He	has	held	
professorial positions in the Faculty of Commerce and 
the Australian Graduate school of Management at the 
university	of	NSW	and	visiting	professorships	at	Harvard	
university	(uSA),	Keio	university	(Japan),	Shanghai	
First Medical College (PRC), the national University of 
Singapore	and	the	Helsinki	School	of	economics	and	
Business Administration (Finland). Dexter has also worked 
extensively with senior executives, managers and other 
professionals in enhancing their managerial skills through 
mentoring and workshops.

Mr Jim Freemantle – B.ec., MBA

Currently holds the following positions:

•	 Deputy	Chairman	of	Racing	&	Wagering	WA

•	 Director,	MDA	National	Insurance	Pty	ltd

•	 	Member	Western	Australian	Planning	Commission,	
Central Perth Planning Committee

•	 Member	of	the	Swan	River	trust

•	 Chairman	of	Prostate	Cancer	Foundation	WA	Division

•	 trustee	–	Anglican	Diocese	of	Perth

•	 Director	–	Dairy	W.A.

Jim is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company 
directors and the Australian Institute of Banking & Finance. 
Jim	was	Ceo	of	Home	Building	Society	from	1995	–	
2003. Jim previously held various senior positions in 
banking	(NAB,	Australian	Bank,	elders	Ixl)	and	corporate	
consulting.

Mr	Chris	Hall	-	B.Comm	(Hons),	CA

Chris joined the Board of Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia	limited	in	May	2007	as	Finance	Director.		He	is	a	
partner	and	member	of	the	National	Board	of	KPMG.

Mr	Bill	McHugh

Bill is a retired Management Consultant and member of the 
Queensland Chapter of PCFA and one of its three sAC 
representatives.	He	was	one	of	the	three	co-authors	of	
the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia Limited Policy 
statement on PsA testing for early detection of prostate 
cancer.		He	was	a	member	of	the	QCF	planning	group	for	
the consumer segment of the CosA national conference, 
Brisbane 2006.

Professor	John	Mills,	SB	(Chicago),	MD	(Harvard),	FACP,	
FRACP, ARCPA

 John is a specialist physician, internationally-recognized 
scientist and biotech businessman. 

He	currently	holds	positions	as	the	Professor	of	Medicine,	
epidemiology & Microbiology, Monash University; Professor 
of Microbiology, RMIt; Consulting Physician, Alfred 
Hospital	and	several	positions	on	biotechnology	vC	and	
company boards. From 1992 to 2002 he was Director of 
the	Burnet	Institute	for	Medical	Research	and	Public	Health.		
Prior to emigrating to Australia he was Professor of 
Medicine, Microbiology, Laboratory Medicine and Clinical 
Pharmacy at the University of California, san Francisco.

Mr Jim o’Ryan - FAICD, FAIBF. 

Jim experience lies in banking. Mr o’Ryan has held a 
position as Director of Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia Limited since 1999, including Chairman of the 
Board for four years. Jim special responsibilities lie with 
the Finance, Audit and Governance sub-committee of the 
Board.

Mr	John	Palmer	-	B.A,	B.Sc.	App	(Building)	Class	1	Hons,	
FAIM, FAIB, MIAA, Chartered Builder, JP. 

John is a Past President of the Rotary Club of Lane Cove 
and a Rotarian of 30years. In 1997 he was the second 
Chairman of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia.  
He	is	an	Associate	lecturer	university	of	technology	
sydney. John is a Chartered Builder and the owner and 
sole director of Building Durability Pty Ltd, t A taylor 
(Aust) Pty Ltd and Research & Applied technologies Pty 
ltd.		His	personal	expertise	includes	extensive	knowledge	
and experience in the durability of buildings and building 
materials, in concrete spalling investigation analysis and 
repair, in waterproofing diagnostics and rectification 
methodology, in structural facade maintenance and repairs 
and in historic building conservation.  John was Chairman 
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of the Board of the tIAnAo Building Repair Materials 
Limited in tIAnJIn China until 2002.  

Mr David Franklin sandoe oAM - Dip BIA, MBA, AnZIIF 
(Fellow) CIP, MCMI, FAIM, FAICD

David is the currently the Deputy Chair of the Prostate 
Cancer Foundation of Australia Limited and Chairman 
of Foundation Diane. Until recently he also held various 
board and committee roles with Cancer Voices nsW, 
Cancer Voices Australia, Prostate Cancer Foundation of 
Australia Limited’s – support and Advocacy Committee 
– Public Awareness and education Committee and 
the nsW Board, the Institute of Magnetic Resonance 
Research, Cancer Council of nsW (CCnsW) and the 
Cancer Institute’s nsW oncology Group – Urology.

He	is	General	Manager	and	a	Principal	of	Finity	Consulting	
Pty Limited, an Australian specialist general insurance 
actuarial and consulting practice. David is a former 
President of the Australian & new Zealand Institute of 
Insurance and Finance and a former national President 
of the swiss Australian Chamber of Commerce and is an 
honorary life member of both organisations.

Associate Professor Phillip stricker – MBBs(new south 
Wales)	(Honours),	FRACS

Phillip is Chairman of the Urology Department at st 
Vincent’s Clinic sydney, Director of the st Vincent’s 
Prostate Cancer Centre sydney and Conjoint Associate 
Professor in surgery at the University of new south 
Wales.	He	is	one	of	the	inaugural	Directors	of	the	Prostate	
Cancer Foundation of Australia.

He	is	a	prostate	cancer	expert	with	one	of	the	largest	
experiences in Australia in nerve sparing surgery, 
brachytherapy and the newer forms of treatment of 
prostate	cancer	including	robotic	prostatectomy	and	High	
Intensity Focused Ultrasound. over the last 20 years he 
has been involved in public awareness as well as research 
in the area of prostate cancer, having published over 50 
articles in peer reviewed journals including the Lancet and 
Journal of national Cancer Institute.  

Ms Patricia Watson

Patricia is new Zealand Country Manager for Fairfax 
Business Media, a division of John Fairfax Publications 
Pty Ltd.  For more than 20 years Patricia has worked in 
management roles in the media, and served as a Director 
and office-bearer of several not-for-profit organisations.  
Until she moved to new Zealand in october 2006, 
Patricia was Chairman of the Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia Limited.

 

Ms Anita Ziemer - B.App sci,  Adv Dip screenwriting.

Managing Director, slade Group. Particular interest is in 
marketing	and	marketing	strategy,	HR	and	Recruitment,	
and good governance.

meetinGs OF directOrs
During the year, four meetings of Directors were held. 
Attendances by each Director were as follows:
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Mr Graeme Johnson 4 4

Mr steve Callister 4 4

Professor Anthony Costello 4 1

Mr David Curtain QC 4 3

Professor Dexter Dunphy AM 4 3

Mr Peter Falk 1 0

Mr Jim Freemantle 4 4

Mr	Chris	Hall 4 4

Mr	Bill	McHugh 4 4

Professor John Mills 4 3

Mr Jim o’Ryan 4 4

Mr John Palmer 4 4

Mr David sandoe oAM 4 4

Associate Professor Phillip stricker 4 2

Ms Patricia Watson 4 3

Ms Anita Ziemer 4 4

 

AuditOr’s indePendence declArAtiOn
the lead auditor’s independence declaration for the year 
ended 30 June 2008 has been received and can be found 
overleaf

signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board of 
Directors.

chris hAll
DIReCtoR
Dated this 31st day of october 2008
sydney, nsW

21



AUDItoR’s  
InDePenDenCe  
DeCLARAtIon

Under Section 307C of the 
Corporations Act 2001 to the 
Directors of Prostate Cancer 
Foundation of Australia Limited 
ABN 42 073 253 924

I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
during the year ended 30 June 2008 there have been:

1.  no contraventions of the auditor independence 
requirements as set out in the Corporations Act 2001 
in relation to the audit; and

2.  no contraventions of any applicable code of 
professional conduct in relation to the audit.

mArK driessen
ReGISteReD	CoMPANy	AuDItoR
Walterturnbull
Dated this 31st day of october 2008
sydney, nsW
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DIReCtoRs’  
DeCLARAtIon

the Directors of PCFA declare that the concise financial 
statements and notes, for the year ended 30 June 2008:

(a) complies with Accounting standards AAsB 139: 
Concise Financial Reports; and

(b) is an extract from the full financial report for the year 
ended 30 June 2008 and has been derived from and is 
consistent with the full financial report of Prostate Cancer 
Foundation of Australia Limited.

this declaration is made in accordance with a resolution 
of the Board of Directors.

chris hAll 
DIReCtoR
Dated this 31st day of october 2008
sydney, nsW
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InDePenDent  
AUDIt  
RePoRt

To the Members of Prostate 
Cancer Foundation of Australia 
Limited ABN 42 073 253 924

rePOrt On the cOncise FinAnciAl 
rePOrt

the accompanying concise financial report of Prostate 
Cancer Foundation of Australia Limited (PCFA) comprises 
the balance sheet as at 30 June 2008, the income 
statement, statement of changes in equity and cash flow 
statement for the year then ended and related notes, 
derived from the audited financial report of PCFA for 
the year ended 30 June 2008, and the discussion and 
analysis. the concise financial report does not contain 
all the disclosures required by the Australian Accounting 
standards.

 

directOrs’ resPOnsibility FOr the 
FinAnciAl rePOrt
the Directors of PCFA are responsible for the preparation 
and fair presentation of the concise financial report in 
accordance with Accounting standard AAsB1039: Concise 
Financial Reports (including the Australian Accounting 
Interpretations), statutory and other requirements. this 
responsibility includes establishing and maintaining internal 
controls relevant to the preparation of the concise 
financial report; selecting and applying the appropriate 
accounting policies; and making accounting estimates that 
are reasonable in the circumstances.

AuditOr’s resPOnsibility
our responsibility is to express an opinion on the concise 
financial report based on our audit procedures. We 
have an independent audit in accordance with Australian 
Auditing standards, of the financial report of PCFA for 
the year ended 30 June 2008. our audit report on the 
financial report for the year was signed on 31 october 
2008 and was subject to the qualification noted in this 
audited report. the Australian Auditing standards require 
that we comply with relevant ethical requirements relating 
to audit engagements and plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial report 
for the year is free from material misstatement.

our procedures in respect of the concise financial report 
included testing that the information in the concise 
financial report is derived from, and is consistent with, the 
financial report for the year, and examination on a test 
basis, of evidence supporting the amounts, discussion and 
analysis, and other disclosures which were not directly 
derived from the financial report for the year. these 
procedures have been undertaken to form an opinion 
whether, in all material respects, the concise financial 
report complies with Accounting standard AAsB 1039: 
Concise Financial Reports and whether the discussion and 
analysis complies with the requirements laid down in 
AAsB 1039: Concise Financial Reports.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit 
opinion.
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indePendence
In conducting our audit, we have complied with the 
independence requirements of the Corporations Act 2001. 
We confirm that the independence declaration required 
by the Corporations Act 2001, provided to the Directors of 
PCFA on 31 october 2008, would be in the same terms 
if provided to the Directors as at the date of this auditor’s 
report.

QuAliFicAtiOn
It is not always practicable for PCFA to establish 
accounting control over all sources of fundraising and 
donations prior to receipt of these funds and accordingly it 
is not possible for our examination to include procedures 
which extend beyond the amounts of such income 
recorded in the accounting records of PCFA.

In respect to the qualification above, based on our review 
of the internal controls, nothing has come to our attention, 
which would cause us to believe that the internal controls 
over income from fundraising and donations by PCFA are 
not appropriate.

QuAliFied Audit OPiniOn PursuAnt 
tO the Corporations aCt 2001

In our opinion, except for the effects, if any of the 
qualification set out above, the concise financial report 
of Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia Limited for 
the year ended 30 June 2007 complies with Accounting 
standard AAsB 1039: Concise Financial Reports. 

MARK	DRIeSSeN
ReGISteReD	CoMPANy	AuDItoR
Walterturnbull 
Dated this 31st Day of october 2008
sydney, nsW
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DIsCUssIon AnD  
ANAlySIS	oF	tHe	CoNCISe	
FInAnCIAL stAteMents

Information on Prostate Cancer 
Foundation of Australia Limited 
Concise Financial Report

the concise financial report is an extract from the full 
financial report for the year ended 30 June 2008. the 
financial statements and disclosures in the concise financial 
report have been derived from the 2008 Financial Report 
of Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia Limited 
(PCFA). A copy of the full financial report and auditor’s 
report will be provided to any member, free of charge, 
upon request.

the discussion and analysis is provided to assist members 
in understanding the concise financial report. the 
discussions and analysis is based on PCFA’s financial 
statements and the information contained in the concise 
financial report has been derived from the full 2008 
financial report of PCFA. 

incOme stAtement
PCFA reported a surplus of $1,934,381 for the year ended 
30 June 2008, representing a decrease of $1,350,333 
from the prior year. the decrease is mainly as a result 
of PCFA’s inaugural research grants program. Amounts 
expended in connection with this program during the 
financial year were in the vicinity of $6.2 million. Additional 
outgoings were also incurred through the expansion 
of PCFA’s support network and the development of 
additional awareness programmes and resources. this 
increase in activity was possible because of a significant 
increase in fundraising revenue. Movember experienced 
strong success and significant growth with revenue 
received directly from the Movember Foundation 
increasing by 146% on the prior year. Additional revenue 
was also derived from bequests and major gifts, major 
events conducted in support of PCFA and an increase in 
corporate and direct mail donations. Pleasingly, PCFA’s 
cost of fundraising as a percentage of receipts decreased 
during the year. 

bAlAnce sheet
total assets increased by $6,635,647 to $12,979,143 
representing an increase of 105%. this increase is mainly 
reflected in cash and cash equivalents and accounts 
receivable as a result of the substantial increase in 
revenue received from the Movember Foundation and 
other fundraising activities. PCFA’s net asset position 
has increased from $6,180,003 as at 30 June 2007 to 
$7,869,232 as at 30 June 2008 as a result of the operating 
surplus generated during the year. notably, total liabilities 
have also increased by $4,946,418. this is almost entirely 
attributable to $4,798,883 in research grants approved, 
but which will be physically paid over the coming years. 

subsequent to year end, the board will review additional 
funds generated during the year to determine the best 
use with regards to funding research into prostate cancer, 
providing support, information and counselling to those 
affected by the illness and raising community awareness of 
the incidence of prostate cancer.

cAsh FlOw stAtement
PCFA generated significant cash flows from operations 
during 2008. operating cash flows increased through 
strengthened fundraising activity as outlined above. these 
funds were utilised to provide additional support services, 
awareness resources and the payment of the first two 
quarters instalments, approved in november 2007, as part 
of PCFA’s inaugural research grants program.
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FinAnciAl stAtements

InCoMe stAteMent
PRostAte CAnCeR FoUnDAtIon  
oF AUstRALIA LIMIteD   
ABn 42 073 253 924

the accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

FOr the yeAr ended 30 june 2008 nOte 2008 2007  
  $ $ 

 
Revenue  3 12,284,314 6,011,417

Direct fundraising expenses  (743,120) (504,618)

Direct support group expenses  (361,355) (282,694)

Research grants  (6,517,413) (385,856)

Direct awareness project expenses  (725,751) (139,806)

Administration employee benefit expenses  (1,143,413) (738,126)

other administration expenses   (858,881) (675,603)

surplus before income tax    1,934,381 3,284,714

Income tax expense    - -

surplus after income tax   1,934,381 3,284,714

the accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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As At 30 june 2008 nOte 2008 2007 
  $ $

 
Assets   

CURRent Assets   

Cash and cash equivalents   9,898,671 4,405,824

trade and other receivables  1,271,656 30,018

other current assets  119,752 52,791

totAL CURRent Assets  11,290,079 4,488,633

non-CURRent Assets   

Financial assets  1,624,156 1,832,272

Plant & equipment  64,908 22,591

totAL non-CURRent Assets  1,689,064 1,854,863

totAL Assets  12,979,143 6,343,496 

liAbilities   

CURRent LIABILItIes   

trade and other payables  285,028 151,363

Research grants payable  2,759,822 -

totAL CURRent LIABILItIes  3,044,850 151,363 

non-CURRent LIABILItIes   

Long term provisions  26,000 12,130

Research grants payable  2,039,061 -

totAL non-CURRent LIABILItIes  2,065,061 12,130

totAL LIABILItIes  5,109,911 163,493

net Assets  7,869,232 6,180,003

eQuity   

Reserves   (108,484) 136,668

Retained earnings  7,977,716 6,043,335

tOtAl eQuity  7,869,232 6,180,003

FinAnciAl stAtements
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BAlANCe	SHeet
PRostAte CAnCeR FoUnDAtIon  

oF AUstRALIA LIMIteD   
ABn 42 073 253 924

the accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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FinAnciAl stAtements

stAteMent oF  
CHANGeS	IN	 

eQuIty	

PRostAte CAnCeR FoUnDAtIon  
oF AUstRALIA LIMIteD   
ABn 42 073 253 924

the accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

FOr the yeAr ended 30 june 2008 retained earnings Asset revaluation total 
  reserve 
 $ $ $

balance at 1 july 2006 2,758,621 84,383 2,843,004

Available for sale financial assets

 - gain/(loss) recognised in equity - 52,285 52,285

surplus attributable to PCFA 3,284,714 - 3,284,714

balance at 30 june 2007 6,043,335 136,668 6,180,003

Available for sale financial assets  
- gain/(loss) recognised in equity - (245,152) (245,152)

surplus attributable to PCFA 1,934,381 - 1,934,381

balance at 30 june 2008 7,977,716 (108,484) 7,869,232
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FOr the yeAr ended 30 june 2008 nOte 2008 2007
  $ $ 

CASH	FloWS	FRoM	oPeRAtING	ACtIvItIeS	 	 	

Receipts and contributions from the public and government  10,913,438 5,960,344

Payments to suppliers  (2,708,103) (1,704,195)

Payments to employees  (1,332,423) (780,979)

Research grants paid  (1,718,530) (385,856)

Interest and distributions received  429,393 198,560

net cash generated by operating activities  5,583,775 3,287,874

CASH	FloWS	FRoM	INveStING	ACtIvItIeS	 	 	

Payments for plant and equipment  (53,892) (17,287)

Payments for investments  (37,036) -

net cash used in investing activities  (90,928) (17,287)

net increase in cash held  5,492,847 3,270,587

Cash at the beginning of the financial year  4,405,824 1,135,237

cash at the end of the financial year  9,898,671 4,405,824

FinAnciAl stAtements
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stAteMent oF  
CASH	FloWS

PRostAte CAnCeR FoUnDAtIon  
oF AUstRALIA LIMIteD   

ABn 42 073 253 924

the accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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nOtes tO the cOncise FinAnciAl stAtements FOr the yeAr ended 30 june 2008

nOte 1: bAsis OF PrePArAtiOn OF the cOncise FinAnciAl rePOrt

the concise financial report is an extract for the full financial report for the year ended 30 June 2008. the concise 
financial report has been prepared in accordance with Accounting standard AAsB 1039: Concise Financial Reports, and 
the Corporations Act 2001. 

the financial statements, specific disclosures and other information included in the concise financial report are derived 
from, and are consistent with, the full financial report of Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia Limited. the concise 
financial report cannot be expected to provide as detailed an understanding of the financial performance, financial 
position and financing and investing activities of Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia Limited as the full financial 
report. A copy of the full financial report and auditor’s report will be sent to any member, free of charge, upon request.

the financial report of Prostate Cancer Foundation Australia Limited complies with all Australian equivalents to 
International Financial Reporting standards (AIFRs) in their entirety. the presentation currency used in this concise 
financial report is Australian Dollars. 

nOte 2:  FundrAisinG APPeAls cOnducted durinG the FinAnciAl yeAr

During the financial year PCFA raised funds primarily through: solicited corporate and general donations; Gifts and 
bequests; and Charity events such as Movember. 

FinAnciAl stAtements

notes

 2008  2007   
 $  $ 

 
CoMPARISoN	oF	CeRtAIN	MoNetARy	 
FIGURes AnD PeRCentAGes:

Gross income from fundraising and donations 11,629,709  5,660,988 

total cost of fundraising (and as % of gross income) 1,019,328 (9%) 716,677 (13%)

net surplus from fundraising (and as % of gross income) 10,610,381 (91%) 4,944,311 (87%) 

total income 12,284,314  6,011,417 

total expenditure 10,349,932  2,726,70 

total payments to support services,  7,765,424  808,356  
awareness projects and research

Payments to support services, awareness projects and research represented 63% of total income (2007: 13%) and 75% 
of total expenditure (2007: 30%)
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nOte 3: revenue  2008 2007 
  $ $ 
 

Revenue from government and other grants  361,649 444,259

Fundraising revenue  

- Donations  609,919 507,051 

- Corporate donations   1,022,244 720,260 

- Major gifts   1,794,764 555,500 

- Direct mail   506,731 315,337 

- Movember  6,389,215 2,596,618 

- Major events   1,024,993 175,580 

- trusts and foundations   103,046 240,200 

- telemarketing income  1,657 239,535

- Merchandise sales  15,660 18,517 

  11,468,229 5,368,598

Interest received  454,436 198,560 

total revenue  12,284,314 6,011,417

nOte 4: seGment rePOrtinG

PCFA operates in one business and geographic segment being to raise financial support and awareness for prostate 
cancer research in Australia.

nOte 5: events AFter bAlAnce sheet dAte 

no matters or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year which significantly affected or may 
significantly affect the operations of PCFA, the results of those operations, or the state of affairs of PCFA in subsequent 
financial years.

nOte 6: members’ GuArAntee

PCFA is incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 and is an entity limited by guarantee. If PCFA is 
wound up, the constitution states that each member of PCFA is required to contribute a maximum of 
$1 each towards meeting any outstandings and obligations of PCFA. As at 30 June 2008 the number of 
members was 41. (2007 – 38 members). 

FinAnciAl stAtements
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nOte 7: PriOr PeriOd Adjustments

As detailed in PCFA’s full financial report, two separate adjustments were made to opening balances and 2007 
comparitives as a result of changes made to accounting policies. the Directors of PCFA have changed PCFA’s 
accounting policy and now recognise plant and equipment items valued over $1,000 in the balance sheet. Also, PCFA 
previously recognised its managed investment portfolio as financial assets at fair value through profit and loss. the 
Directors of PCFA have changed the accounting policy to recognise the financial instruments as available-for-sale financial 
assets as the equity portfolio held by PCFA is not held for trading. While more detail is provided in the full financial 
report, a summary of the impact of these changes is as follows:

FinAnciAl stAtementsPRostAte CAnCeR FoUnDAtIon  
oF AUstRALIA LIMIteD   
ABn 42 073 253 924

 2007 Adjustment revised 2007  
   comparatives
 $ $ $

(a) balance sheet

Current assets 4,488,633 - 4,488,633

non-current assets 1,832,272 22,591 1,854,863

totAL Assets 6,320,905 22,591 6,343,496

Current liabilities  151,363 - 151,363

non-current liabilities 12,130 - 12,130

totAL LIABILItIes 163,493 - 163,493

net Assets 6,157,412 22,591 6,180,003

eQuIty	 	 	

Reserves - 136,668 136,668

Retained earnings 6,157,412 (114,077) 6,043,335

tOtAl eQuity 6,157,412 22,591 6,180,003

(b) income statement   

Revenue  6,063,702 (52,285) 6,011,417

expenses (2,741,567) 14,864 (2,726,703)

surplus before income tax  3,322,135 (37,421) 3,284,714

notes
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DonoRs AnD  
sUPPoRteRs
The PCFA sincerely thanks all donors and supporters who 
generously gave to us,  either financially or in-kind,  during the 
financial year 2007-2008. All support we receive,  regardless of 
amount,  is much appreciated and is vital to the Foundation’s 
fundraising income. The 2007-2008 donors who have given 
$500 or more are listed below.
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PANACHe	PRoMotIoNS

PANtHeRS	GleNBRooK	
BoWLInG

PARRISH,	MR	ADAM

PAtRICK	BeRGIN
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PAul	AINSWoRtH	CHARItABle	
FoUnDAtIon

PAul	RAMSAy	FouNDAtIoN

PAvAN	CoNSultANtS	Pty	ltD

PeISley,	MR	BRIAN

PeteR	CRoWe	ASSoCIAteS	Pty	ltD

PeteR PoWeR FItness teAM

PFIZeR	Pty	ltD

PHIllIPS,	MRS	B	K

PICCone, MR LUIGI

PIne neeDLes ResIDents 
AssoCIAtIon

PluMMeR,	MR	RICHARD

PnP soLUtIons

PoLAtIDIs, MR GeoRGe

PolICe	&	CoMMuNIty	youtH	
CluB	lAKe	IllAWARRA

PoMeRoy,	MRS	M	F

PoRSCHe	CeNtRe

PoultoN,	MRS	DeBoRAH

PRAtt FoUnDAtIon

PReStIGe	BRICKS	&	PAveRS	Pty	ltD

PRINt	CIty

PRoDuCtIoN	SeRvICeS	NetWoRK

PRostAte CAnCeR sUPPoRt 
GRoUP - ACt ReGIon

PRostAte CAnCeR sUPPoRt 
GRouP	oF	NoRtH	QueeNSlAND	
(toWnsVILLe)

PRotRuSt	Pty	ltD

Ps MAnAGeMent ConsULtAnt

QAntAs stAFF CReDIt UnIon 
LIMIteD

QueeNSlAND	tReASuRy	
GAMBlING	CoMMuNIty	BeNeFIt	
FUnD

QUotA CLUB oF CoRoWA 
RutHeRGleN

QUotA InteRntIonAL oF 
WHItSuNDAy	INC

AySCouGH,	MR	RA

RAINe	&	HoRNe

RAlPH’S	CAFe

RAveSI’S	Hotel

RAySKM	Pty	ltD

ReeCe AUstRALIA LtD

ReeCe PoRtLAnD

ReG	SMItH	MotoRS	NSW	Pty	ltD

RICHARDSoN,	MR	PeteR

RICHRoS	Pty	ltD

RIveRStoNe-SCHoFIelDS	RSl	SuB	
BRANCH

RoBeRts, MR DAMIAn G

RoB MeRee FoUnDAtIon

SCHMIDt,	MR	RoB

RoDDIs, MR DeAn

RolFe,	MR	&	MRS	MICHAel	&	
HylDA

Ross, Ms ALMA

RotARy	CluB	oF	ARMIDAle	
NoRtH

RotARy	CluB	oF	BAllARAt	
SoutH

RotARy	CluB	oF	BAySWAteR

RotARy	CluB	oF	BelCoNNeN

RotARy	CluB	oF	BeNAllA

RotARy	CluB	oF	BoMBAlA

RotARy	CluB	oF	CANBeRRA	CIty

RotARy	CluB	oF	CANBeRRA	
sUnRIse

RotARy	CluB	oF	CoBAR

RotARy	CluB	oF	CoRRIMAl

RotARy	CluB	oF	CRoWS	NeSt

RotARy	CluB	oF	DAlKeItH

RotARy	CluB	oF	DevoNPoRt	
NoRtH

RotARy	CluB	oF	DRySDAle

RotARy	CluB	oF	eASt	MAItlAND

RotARy	CluB	oF	FlAGStAFF	HIll

RotARy	CluB	oF	GleN	eIRA

RotARy	CluB	oF	GleNHAveN

RotARy	CluB	oF	GReNFell

RotARy	CluB	oF	HARvey

RotARy	CluB	oF	HoRSHAM	eASt

RotARy	CluB	oF	INveRell

RotARy	CluB	oF	INveRloCH

RotARy	CluB	oF	lANe	Cove

RotARy	CluB	oF	lAuRIetoN

RotARy	CluB	oF	loWeR	Blue	
MoUntAIns

RotARy	CluB	oF	MACleAN

RotARy	CluB	oF	MANIllA

RotARy	CluB	oF	MARGARet	
RIVeR

RotARy	CluB	oF	MARIoN

RotARy	CluB	oF	MoRANBAH

RotARy	CluB	oF	NoRtH	SyDNey

RotARy	CluB	oF	PADStoW

RotARy	CluB	oF	PIttSWoRtH

RotARy	CluB	oF	PIttWAteR

RotARy	CluB	oF	PReStoN

RotARy	CluB	oF	SINGletoN

RotARy	CluB	oF	SoRReNto

RotARy	CluB	oF	tAMWoRtH

RotARy	CluB	oF	tAMWoRtH	
FIRSt	lIGHt

RotARy	CluB	oF	teRANG

RotARy	CluB	oF	teRRey	HIllS

RotARy	CluB	oF	toRoNto

RotARy	CluB	oF	tuRRAMuRRA

RotARy	CluB	oF	WAGGA	WAGGA

RotARy	CluB	oF	WAuCHoPe

RoWLAnD, MR PR

RoyAl	MotoR	yACHt	CluB

RSl	CAMPSIe	SuB-BRANCH	CluB	
LtD

RSl	CluB	oF	PeNSHuRSt	-	SuB	
BRANCH

RSl	MeRRylANDS

RSl	PADDINGtoN	WoollAHRA

RsL PIttWAteR

RSl	WyoNG	SuB-BRANCH

AUstIn, Ms sAnDRA

SANDy	SHoReS	DeveloPMeNtS

sCARCeLLA, Ms steFAnIA

SCotCH	ColleGe

SeyMouR,	MR	JoHN

SHARP,	MR	&	MRS	GJ

SHePHeRD,	MR	CAMeRoN

SHIRvINGtoN	PARtNeRS

sIMPson DesIGn AssoCIAtes 
Pty.	ltD.

sLADe GRoUP

sMARt, MR R F

sMARt, MR & MRs W & o

sMARt, DR RoBIn

SMItH,	MS	ANN

soCIAL CLUB CoMMIttee

SoNNevelD,	MR	ANtHoNy

SPAlDING	Hotel	SoCIAl	CluB

SPoRtING	SPeCtRuM	Pty	ltD

st IVes BoWLInG & ReCReAtIon 
CLUB

StAN	PeRRoN	CHARItABle	tRuSt

steADFAst GRoUP LtD

stePPes RoDeo CoMMIttee

steWARt, Ms Rose Anne

StRICKeR,	ASSoCIAte	PRoFeSSoR	
PHIllIP

StRIDe,	MR	BARRy

stUARt & MILLs

StuRGeSS,	MRS	RutH

stURMeR AGenCIes

SuNDeRlAND,	MR	PHIllIP

SuNNy	RIDGe	StRAWBeRRy	FARM

SWeeNey	ReSeARCH	Pty	ltD

SyDNey	ADveNtISt	HoSPItAl	
PCsG

SyDNey	uNI	SPoRt

tAIl	eND	CHARlIe

tAyloR,	MR	G

tHe	BAKeR	FouNDAtIoN

tHe	BARRy	CollINS	FuND

tHe	BASIN	tHeAtRe	GRouP

tHe	MCleAN	PeRPetuAl	
CHIlDReN’S	FouNDAtIoN

tHe	MoveMBeR	FouNDAtIoN	

tHe	StAR	eNDoWMeNt

tHeoDoRe	uNMACK	loDGe	
no 60

tHoMAS,	MRS	J

tHoMAS,	MR	RoBeRt	B

tHoMAS	HARe	INveStMeNtS	ltD

tINteRN	SCHoolS

tIts-n-BIts

tns MeLBoURne

tNt	SAMeDAy

toNKIN,	MR	&	MRS	A	&	M

toUR De CURe LIMIteD

toURIsM FoR sPIRItUALIsM

tReW, MR PeteR

tRUsCott, DR GLen

tuCKWell,	MS	tANyA

tuRNBull,	MR	ARtHuR

tuRNeR,	MR	PHIlIP

tWIn toWns seRVICes CLUB

uNDy	500	FuN	RuN	CoMMIttee

uNIveRSIty	oF	teCHNoloGy	
SyDNey

vSI	Pty	ltD

VeRItAs seCURItIes LtD

PoWeR,	MS	vICKI

VICtoRIAn MAsonIC 
MotoRCyCle	ASSoCIAtIoN

VIetnAM VeteRAns RIDInG FoR 
CHARItIeS

vINIDex	Pty	ltD

vINouS	SolutIoNS	Pty	ltD

VoDAFone AUstRALIA

W n BULL FUneRALs

WeNoNA	SCHool

WesteRn PoWeR

Weston, MR WJ

WeStPAC	BANKING	
CoRPoRAtIon

WHItelAW,	MR	DANIel

WIllIAM	FARReR	Hotel

WILLMott FoRests

WooD,	MR	JoHN

WooDHouSe,	MS	eMMA

WoRKSIte	FItNeSS	AND	
ReHABIlItAtIoN

WoRtley,	MR	JAMeS

Wsn enVIRonMentAL 
soLUtIons

WyNyARD	CHIRoPRACtIC

yAMBA	BoWlING	CluB

yMCA	-	JuveNIle	DIveRSIoN	
PRoGRAM

youNG,	MR	RAyMoND

PcFA wOuld AlsO liKe tO thAnK the FOllOwinG OrGAnisAtiOns whO PrOvided PrO bOnO suPPOrt durinG 2007-08:

• Allens Arthur robinson  • Finity Consulting Pty limited  • hollywood PrivAte hosPitAl  • PACiFiC brAnds limited  • slAde grouP
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Po Box 1332 Lane Cove nsW 1595           
51-53 Chandos street st Leonards nsW 2065 
F  02 9438 7099   e  enquiries@prostate.org.au    

Prostate cancer Foundation of Australia 
www.prostate.org.au 
Freecall: 1800 22 00 99 


