
 
It is a great pleasure to have you at the National Breast Cancer Foundation (NBCF) and Prostate Cancer 
Foundation of Australia’s (PCFA) Annual Research Update 2011. This is the third year the NBCF and PCFA 
have jointly hosted this event, and we are delighted to share this opportunity to communicate the latest 
developments in Australian cancer research with our supporters.  
 
NBCF and PCFA are the key national bodies funding and advocating breast and prostate cancer research. 
Together we fund the best research and are committed to strengthening ties between research funding 
organisations. We believe collaboration empowers our organisations and the researchers we fund to 
make a bigger impact on the understanding of cancer and improving the lives of those touched by cancer. 
 
The theme we have chosen for today is “Prevention: what does success look like?” This choice reflects the 
global call for increased investment in cancer prevention research and policy. Today (4th February, 2011) is 
World Cancer Day and the theme for this day worldwide is “Cancer can be prevented”. We encourage you 
to visit the World Cancer Day website (www.worldcancerday.org) to find out more and sign the  
declaration for a cancer free world. 
 
Research is a step-by-step process. A string of small studies is needed to put the bigger picture together. 
We are sure you will agree the research highlighted this afternoon provides a public testament to the 
excellence of Australian researchers and the high quality of research in both breast and prostate cancer. 
 
To our audience – thank you! We cannot fund cancer research without your continued support and  
generosity and we look forward to an enduring relationship.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Greg Parmor       Mr Graeme Johnson 
Chair, Board of Directors - NBCF     National Chairman - PCFA  
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Special thanks goes to the Garvan Institute,  

Snowy Mountain and Targus 

The latest advances in breast and prostate cancer research in everyday language  

presented by Australia’s leading scientists. 
 

Hosted by Ms Julie McCrossin 

10.00 am Registration & morning tea 

10.15 am Welcome and Introduction 

10.30 am Presentation: Dissecting the link between nutrition and prostate cancer.  
Dr Jeff Holst, Centenary Institute 

10.40 am Question Time 
Facilitated by Julie McCrossin 

10.50 am Meet the Researcher:  Cell Fate: Translation of Cancer cell biology to the clinic. 
Dr Andrew Redfern, Royal Perth Hospital 

11.10 am Launch: Cancer Research Leadership Forum 

11.40 am Meet the Expert: Gene Patenting : the debate continues. 
Dr Luigi Palombi, Australian National University 

12.00 pm Presentation: New strategies to teach the immune system to fight cancer. 
Dr. Kristen Radford, Mater Medical Research Institute  

12.10 pm Question Time 
Facilitated by Julie McCrossin 

12.20 pm Meet the Researcher: Shared Care: A new sustainable model of follow-up care.  

Associate Professor Christine Giles, National Brest and Ovarian Cancer Centre.  

12.40 pm Lunch 

1.40 pm Panel & Audience Discussion: Prevention – what does success look like? 
Professor Frank Gardiner, Urologist 
Professor Suzanne Chambers, Psycho-oncologist 
Associate Professor Kelly-Anne Phillips, Oncologist  
Professor John Forbes, Surgical Oncologist 

2.40 pm Closing notes 

11.20 am Morning Tea 

2.45 pm Close 
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Presenters 

Ms Julie McCrossin has a wealth of experience interviewing high profile  

professionals with more than 20 years as a broadcaster with ABC Radio National, ABC 

TV and Network Ten. She was also a team leader on the media quiz show “Good News 

Week” for five years on Network Ten and ABC TV. Julie is now a freelance journalist, 

facilitator, trainer and speaker. She is renowned across Australia for her warmth, 

humour, intelligence and commitment to social justice.  

Dr Jeff Holst studied at the University of Technology Sydney and the University of 

New South Wales before heading to the United States to complete postdoctoral work 

at St Jude Children’s Research Hospital. There his research was focused on the  

progression of autoimmune diseases. After returning to Sydney in 2007, Jeff  

commenced research into cancer and the regulation of the immune system with 

Professor John Rasko at the Centenary Institute. Jeff now heads the Origins of Cancer 

Lab at the Centenary Institute. 

Dr Andy Redfern is a Medical Oncologist and Laboratory Medical Researcher in 

Perth, Western Australia. He is currently investigating new proteins involved in  

anti-estrogen and chemotherapy treatment resistance in breast cancer at the  

University of Western Australia. His clinical oncology practice based at the Royal Perth 

Hospital specialises in the treatment of hormone dependant cancers, particularly 

breast cancer and prostate cancer. After 21 years in research, Andrew now aims to 

establish a translational research laboratory that will rapidly improve cancer  

treatments.  

Dr Luigi Palombi is an expert on biotechnology patents in Australia, the United 

States and Europe. Luigi has specialised in intellectual property law since 1986 and led 

the Australian litigation team which challenged the validity of a patent over an  

isolated hepatitis C virus genome. In 2008 his campaign against the BRCA gene  

patents led to an Australian Senate Inquiry into gene patents. He has appeared on 

Australian radio and television including on the ABC’s 4 Corners, The Law Report and 

PM.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Kristen Radford is the leader of the Dendritic Cells Cancer team at The Mater 

Medical Research Institute (MMRI) in Brisbane.  Her team aims to develop new  

vaccine strategies for the treatment of a variety of malignancies, particularly, prostate 

cancers. From 1998 to 2001, Kristen worked as a post-doctoral fellow at the  

Molecular Oncology Unit, Imperial Cancer Research Fund (now Cancer Research UK).  

She has published 18 papers, attracted over $2 million in peer reviewed funding and 

has presented at 83 meetings. 

 

 
Presenters    

Associate Professor Christine Giles is a public policy expert with more than 

15 years experience in healthcare.  She has advised on national health economic 

reform and been appointed on the Australian Health Ministers Advisory Council. 

Christine currently works as the Deputy Chief Executive Officer at the National Breast 

and Ovarian Cancer Centre.  She is also involved in delivering the Masters of Health 

Policy, Graduate Certificate in Health Policy, and Masters in International Public 

Health at the University of Sydney. 

Professor Robert ‘Frank’ Gardiner is a Consultant Urologist with the Univer-

sity of Queensland Centre for Clinical Research at the Royal Brisbane & Women’s 

Hospital. He has academic appointments at the Queensland Institute of Medical  

Research and Queensland University of Technology and also holds senior positions in 

professional organisations and editorial boards. His research interests around the 

detection and management of prostate cancer emerged after his postgraduate period 

in England where he became aware of the limitations in detecting and treating the 

disease.  

Professor Suzanne Chambers has been the Director of Research at the Cancer 

Council Queensland since 2006. In the same year she also became a member of the 

Griffith Psychology Health Research Centre. Her particular area of specialty is  

adjustment to prostate cancer and she is currently leading three nationally funded 

large scale trials into psycho-education/ decision support; couples-based sexuality; 

and self-management and peer support interventions for men with localised prostate 

cancer.   She became involved in prostate cancer research in the 1990s. 

Professor John Forbes is Professor of Surgical Oncology at the University of 

Newcastle; Director of the Department of Surgical Oncology at the Calvary Mater 

Newcastle Hospital; and Director of Research of the Australian New Zealand Breast 

Cancer Trials Group. He has been committed to research to control breast cancer 

throughout his professional career and in particular, to national and international 

clinical trials for treatment and prevention of breast cancer. He is Co-Chair for the 

international IBIS breast cancer prevention trials.  

Associate Professor Kelly-Anne Phillips is a consultant Medical Oncologist 

at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, Head of the Breast and Ovarian Cancer Risk 

Management Clinic, and the Cancer Council Victoria, inaugural Dr John Colebatch 

Clinical Research Fellow (2006-2011). Her clinical practice is devoted entirely to the 

prevention and treatment of breast cancer. She has a major research interests in 

breast cancer genetics and breast cancer survivorship issues, including treatment-

induced menopause and cognitive dysfunction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


